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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Mardi  Gras  ministry  results  in  decisions 


By  Chip  Alford 

Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Brenda  Crimm 
knows  this  year's  hugest  party  during 
New  Orleans'  Mardi  Gras  celebration  dici- 
n't  happen  in  the  French  Quarter. 

"It  nappened  in  heaven  because  of  the 
decisions  for  Christ  that  were  made  along 
these  parade  routes,"  said  Crimm,  director 
of  the  Baptist  Student  Union  at  the 
University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana 
(USL)  in  Lafayette. 

Crimm  and  a  smedl  group  from  her  school 
joined  more  than  150  college  students  from 
Kentucky  and  Louisiana  Feb.  7-11  for  "Mardi 
GrasReach"  in  the  heart  of  Louisiana's 

larg^t  city. 

J  Coordinated  by 
M  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  ^ 

National 
Ministry,  the 
was  the  first  in  a 
series  of  evangelis- 
projects  known 
"WkOut  '97." 

During 
chilly  d^s 
nights  of  Mardi 
Gras  parades,  stu- 
dents  formed  a 
\  ^  "Krewe  of  Christ," 

I  sharing  the  warmth 

I  \  of  God's  love  with 

thousands  of  holi- 
day  revelers  from 
around  the  world.  "Krewe"  refers  to  clubs 
which  sponsor  one  of  the  100-plus  parades 
in  New  Orleans  during  Mardi  Gras. 

As  a  result  of  the  students'  efforts,  1,142  of  everything, 

and*  52  made  profesions  of  faith. 

Rusty  Foreman,  a  graduate  student  at 
USL,  was  part  of 

school  who  led  five  people  to  CKrist  during 
an  afternoon  of  street  witnessing. 

"I  can  get  psyched  about  coming  down 
here  and  faring  my  faith,  but  it's  harder  at 
home,"  Foreman  admitted.  "One  thing  I 
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streets  of  new  Orleans  —  Ajroup  of  southern  Baptist  college  students  sing  and 
share  their  faith  with  Mardi  Gras  revelW  tn  New  Orleans'  French  Quarter.  The  annual  cel¬ 
ebration  normally  is  not  known  for  its  religious  significance,  but  the  students  saw  it  as  a  way 
to  spread  the  Gospel  message.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


know,  diough;  if  I  cari  do  it  here  (during  "The  privilege  of  seeing  someone  come 
Mardi  Gras),  I  ought  to  be  able  to  do  it  to  Christ  is  so  special,"  he  said, 
anywhere."  Tim  LeBlanc,  a  junior  at  Northeast 

while  the  Mardi  Gras  parades  no  Louisiana  University  in  Monroe,  us^d 
longer  venture  into  the  French  Quarter  —  "Krewe  of  Christ"  ^rdi  Gras  cups  to 
the  crowds  are  just  too  larce  and  wild  —  share  the  gospek 

several  groups  of  the  "BieakOut"  stu-  He  led  a  group  of  three  boys  to  accept 
dents  did.  Christ  at  the  same  time. 

"It's  tough  out  there;  you  see  a  little  bit  More  than  1,000  students  are  expected 
j  «  Foreman  said  during  a  to  participate  in  "BreakOut  '97,"  according 


starting  off  right  — 

John  Schaffner  (right),  a  student 
at  Louisiana  Tech  University  in 
Ruston,  La.,  leads  a  group  of 
college  student*  in  prayer 
before  they  hit  the  streets  of 
New  Orleans  to  share  their 
faith  during  Mardi  Gras.  (BP 
Photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


people  heard  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  break  at  Vieux  Carre  Church,  the  French 

Quarter  headquarters  for  the  ministry.  "But  planned  in  Panama  Gity,  Fla.,  March  8-14 
our  job  is  just  to  share.  I  believe  we're  and  15-21;  Lake  Havasu,  Ariz.,  March  15- 
a  small  group  from  his  doing  some  good."  21;  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  March  22-28;  and 

”  ”  Nathan  Catlin,  a  sophomore  at  Key  V^t,  Fla.,  March  15-21. 

Louisiana  State  University,  led  a  graduate  ^'I'd  really  encourage  churches  and  ihi^- 
student  at  LSU  Medical  School  in  New  viduals  to  pray  for  these  events.  They 'cai^. 
Orleans  to  Christ  after  witnessing  to  her  on  have  such  an  impact  on  the  lives  of  college^i; 
a  street  near  First  Church.  students,"  Hartman  said.  '' 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Home  mission  facts  to  consider 

♦  The  U,S^ihe  wcriir«lotti»Ati»iinwHgn  —  a^,000X)00 


The  witness  of  two  prominent  Mississippi  pastors  lives  on  when  their 
%vidows  donate  their  libraries  to  Yellowstone  Baptist  College  in  Billings, 
Mont.  Mary  Green,  wife  of  the  late  L-E.  Green,  and  Bertha  Davis,  wife  of 
the  late  Montie  Davis,  made  the  donatioris  in  memory  of  their  husbands. 


Philipino 


Argentinen^sit  Delta 


A  total  of  47  college  students  from  Mississippi  represent  dretr  school's 
Baptist  Student  Union  by  serving  as  summer  missionaries  in  25  state  Baptist 
conventions  and  six  foreign  countries.  Fourteen  institutions  of  higher  learning 
are  represented  in  the  group  of  Mississippi  missionaries. 


a  lifeline 


Annuity 


More  than  10,000  people  flock  to  Juruper  Grove  Church  in  Pearl  River 
Association  for  dedicatory  exercises.  Pastor  D.  Wade  Smith  apologizes  to 
the  throngs  who  were  unable  to  gain  entrance  to  the  debt-free  $75,000 
building  and  $25,000  parsonag^e. 
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Christians  have  role  in  scientific  debates 


Maybe  Algous  Huxley  was  right, 
after  all. 

Huxley,  grandson  of  the  19th-century 
pioneer  biologist /author  credited  with  dis¬ 
covering  the  concept  of  biogenesis,  was  a 
popular  British  author  himself  in  the  1920s 
and  1930s. 

One  of  his  brothers  was  a  prominent 
biologist  and  founder  of  UNESCO,  the 
United  Nahons  scientific  agency.  Another 
brother  won  a  Nobel  Prize  in  physiology 
and  medicine. 

Aldous  Huxley  was  troubled, 

I  however,  by  the  impact  of  science 
and  technology  on  human  values. 
As  he  watched  the  body  of  science 
expand  at  an  unprecedented  rate  in 
the  years  between  the  world  wars, 
his  concern  grew  at  a  commensu¬ 
rate  rate. 

In  1932,  he  published  "Brave 
New  World,"  a  dark  novel  about  a 


Editor's 

Notebook 


conceptual  theories  into  tomor- 
row's  realities. 

Therefore,  the  time  has  come 

for  Christians  to  consider  the  ^  ^  . 

spiritual  and  ethical  questions 
inherent  in  this  procedure 

before  it  runs  over  us  Uke  a  freight  train.  perolexing  diseases. 

If  a  person  is  cloned  —  a  simple  copy  of  God  has  already  supplied  Chi 
cmother  person  and  not  a  unique  individ-  with  two  ways  to  sort  throujgh  th« 
ual  —  does  the  cloned  person  have  a  soul?  surrounding  this  monumentafissue: 

Is  the  cloned  person  somehow  less  than  ♦  Because  Jesus  Christ  bridged  t 
the  rest  of  us,  and  what  are  the  societal  for  us,  we  can  pray  directly  t 
implications  of  segregating  humans  in  Heavenly  Father  about  any  matte 
such  a  manner?  Are  these  "lesser  humans"  concerns  us  (contrast  Ex.  26:33  witl 
as  expendable  as  a  worn-out  machine?  _  23:45  and  Hebrews  10:19-22). 

Have  we  really  gone  too  far  this  time?  We  know  the  Father  will  answei 

Syndicated  columnist  Thomas  Sowell  we  take  the  time  to  listen  for  his  stiU 
only  means  of  biological  reproduction  for  pKjinted  out  the  fact  that  regardless  of  how  voice. 

the  higher  life  forms  of  Eartn.  we  have  reproduced  ourselves,  there  has  ♦  We  have  the  Bible  —  timeless 

They  did  it  by  placing  the  extracted,  always  been  the  capacity  to  devalue  to  overflowing  with  insight  on  any 
donor  lamb  DNA  into  an  unfertilized  lamb  human  existence  through  ext^mHUllMC^^  and  available  to  us  as  a  model  of  th< 
"egg"  and  then  implanting  the  egg  into  the  enslavement,  and  the  simpJ^al^^Wce  of  God  (2  Peter  1:19-21). 
uterus  of  a  ewe  (female  lamb).  thatperceives  "us"  as  better  than  "them."  In  hds  day,  Aldous  Huxley  may  nc 

The  implanted  DNA  apparently  trig-  That's  been  true  since  long  before  the  been  familiar  with  the  technical  pro 

fered  the  unfertilized  egg  to  oegm  normal  word  clone  was  invented.  cloning  but  he  was  obviously  aware 

evelopment,  and  the  resultant  birth  sever-  It's  also  a  fact  that  cloning  and  other  dangers  of  substituting  science  for  \ 
al  months  later  produced  an  exact  copy  of  genetic  engineering  procedures  hold  great  really  important, 
the  original  donor  DNA.  potential  for  die  betterment  of  humarudnd  May  we  Christians  always  be  a  b 

The  new  lamb  was  not  a  unique  creation  —  increased  food  supply,  ideal  organs  for  reflection  of  our  Savior  as  the  world 
caused  by  the  mixing  of  mother/  father  transplant,  and  possiofe  cures  for  our  most  to  understand  what  we  already  kno’ 
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A  Pastor's  Perspective: 

■  Be  more  than 

'just  a  Baptist' 

By  Carl  M.  White,  Associate  Editor 


This  young  man  was  gomg 
through  me  line  at  fdlow- 
ship  meal.  A  woman  behind  the 
table  put  a  big  slice  of  pwund 
cake  on  his  plate. 

"Thank  you,  ma'am."  he 
said  respectmlly. 

"Oh,  I  just  love  to  hear  a 
young  man  say  such  polite  and 
respectful  things,"  the  woman 
responded. 

To  which  the  boy  replied, 

"Put  a  dip  of  ice  cream  on  top 
of  the'eake  and  you  can  hear  it  teach  it  by  example  —  by  living  night  in  a  small  Georgia  town, 

again!"  it.  Courtesy  is  caught  more  After  checking  into  the 

A  little  courtesy  can  go  a  than  it  is  taught.  motel,  he  went  across  the  street 

long  way.  I'm  convinced  that  I  can  hardly  think  of  a  situa-  to  a  diner.  The  waitress  was  the 
common  courtesy  is  one  of  the  tion  where  common  courtesy  teenage  daughter  of  the  owner, 
things  missing  from  the  world  isn't  appropriate.  In  serving  me  meal,  she  acci- 

today,  and  it  is  sorely  missed.  More  than  that,  courtesy  dently  spuled  mashed  potatoes 

Someone  once  asked  a  man  usually  helps.  There  is  nothing  and  gravy  on  the  floor, 
how  he  ever  trained  his  chil-  that  disarms  an  angry  person  The  busboy  came  and  tried 

dren  to  be  so  polite.  more  than  being  impeccably  to  clean  it  up,  but  was  rather 

"Simple,"  he  answered.  "I  polite  to  them.  More  than  once  half-hearted  in  the  effort.  He 
speak  to  them  politely  and  treat  in  my  years  as  a  pastor,  being  left  the  floor  still  slippery  with 
them  with  respect."  piolite  saved  my  neck!  the  mess  in  order  to  get  a  mop. 

Some  things  just  can't  be  It  is  hard,  however,  to  be  Just  then,  the  waitress  came 

taught  by  a  lecture.  For  courteous  when  you  feel  mis-  with  coffee.  She  slipped  and 
instance,  you  cannot  teach  a  treated  or  misundierstood.  spilled  the  whole  cup  on  him. 

person  to  fly  a  plane  from  a  Robert  Hastings,  the  late  The  poor  teenager. burst  into 

classroom.  They  have  to  get  Baptist  editor  and  writer,  told  the  tears  and  ran  to  the  kitchen, 
behind  the  controls  and  fly.  story  of  a  preacher  friend  return-  The  owner  came  out  to  make 
You  cannot  teach  politeness  ing  from  an  out-of-town  meeting,  apiologies. 
by  preaching  it.  You  can  only  The  man  stopped  to  spend  the  Instead  of  exploding  into 
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Former  pastor  convicted  in  child  porn  case 


lastor  previously  resided  while  pas-  Numerous  calls  on  March  3-  before  Womack  was  called. 

>2,  of  toring  a  Baptist  church  in  4  to  the  Brandon  telephone  Bettis  told  "The  Baptist 

ib.  12  Rankm  County.  ^  number  listed  for '  Cnarles  Messenger."  that  the  church 

onths  The  newspaper  re^rted  Ucwd  resulted  in  busy  signals.  was  unaware  of  Lloyd's  alleged 
iding  that  Lloyd's  attorney,  Joe  L.  Charles  Womack,  current  criminal  history  until  the 

>sses-  Roselle,  asked  U.S.  E)istrict  pastor  at  Bethany,  discussed  the  pornographic  images  were  dis- 
Judge  Wayne  E.  Alley  to  con-  church's  response  to  Lloyd's  covered  in  the  computer. 

in  the  sider  probation  for  the  doctoral  alleged  conduct  with  the  'The  _ 

Daily  graduate  of  Southwestern  Baptist  Messenger,"  newsjour- 

r  in  Semiiwy  in  Ft.  Worth,  saying,  r\al  of  Okla.  Baptists.  What  steps  can  search  commit- 

eged-  "He's  humiliated  by  what  he  "The  church  is  strongly  tee  members  take  to  assure  they 

;es  of  did.  He's  given  up  an  honor-  opposed  to  pornography.  We  know  as  much  as  possible  about  a 
plicit  able  cmd  respected  profession  do  not  see  this  as  a  victimless  protective  pastor  or  church 
com-  that  he  believed  in.  He's  been  crime.  It  ruiris  the  lives  of  staffer?  What  can  children's  min- 
tored  puiushed  beyond  the  scope  of  children,  voluntary  and  invol-  istry  leaders  do  to  screen  workers 
at  the  what  we  could  discuss  here."  untary  participants  in  making  ^ore  placing  them  in  a  room  full 

First  However,  according  to  the  pornography,  and  leads  to  of  children?  For  answers  to  those 

newspaper  report.  Alley  cited  rape,  violent  crimes,  and  questions,  please  turn  to  page  five. 
dis-  Lloyd's  allege  20-year  crimi-  abortions. 

:tober  nal  history  of  indecent  expo-  "Bethany  has  a  lot  of  very 
d  to  sure  and  child  molestation  as  loving,  canng  j>eople  and  they  ^ 

iwas  an  "episodic"  problem,  and  have  handled  this  in  a  very 
\  City  sentenced  him  to  15  months  in  Christian,  compassionate  way," 

Lireau  federal  prison  to  be  followed  Womack  said.  ^ 

vspa-  by  three  years  of  supervised  Charles  Bettis,  associate 

probation.  director  of  Capital  Association 

loved  Lloyd  was  ordered  to  report  in  Oklahoma  City,  served  as 

TC  he  to  prison  on  March  26.  interim  pastor  of  Bethany 
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Reccord  apparent  NAME  front-ninner 
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NORFOLK,  Va.  (BP)  —  Robert  E.  "Bob"  Appointed  as  chairman  of  the  10-mem- 
Reccord  has  resigned  as  chairman  of  the  ber  iTF  in  September  1995,  Reccord  is  a 
task  force  _guiding  the  restructiuir^  of  die  member  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee 
Southern  raptist  Convention  (SBQ,  mak-  which  established  the  FIT. 
ing  the  Norfolk,  Va.,  pastor  the  probable  Chdained  to  die  ministiy  in  1973  by 
nominee  for  president  of  the  new  North  Calvary  Church,  Evansville,  md.,  Reccord^ 
American  Mission  Boeird  (NAMB).  first  full-time  service  was  as  minister  of 

Reccord,  45,  announc-  outreach  and  spiritual  development  at  First 

ed  his  resignation  Church,  l^^chita  Falls,  Texas. 

From  there  he  went  to  die  Home  Mission 
Board  (HMB)  evangelism  section  as  direc-  each 
tor  of  witness  training. 

"My  woric  for  die  HMB  (  ^ 
to  the  field  white  unto  harvest  and  put  a 


dinating^e  NAMB  staffing  process  among 
the  Hhfe,  Brotherhood  Commission,  ama 
Radio  amd  Television  Commission,"  said 
David  Hainkins,  vice  president  for  conven¬ 
tion  policy  of  die  SBC  Executive  Committee 
and  cnairman  of  the  NAMB 
Communications  Teaun. 

"They  will  work  with  mainagement  at 
each  agency  to  maiintain  consistency.  The 
details  for  now  this  process  will  work  at 
agency  are  still  being  worked  out," 
Hauikins  saud. 

opened  my  eyes 

fire  in  my  heart,"  he 

Reccord  later  served  as  director 
ership  training  for  Evamgelism  Explosion 

In  the  1980s  Reccord  became  a  vice  presi- 
dent  of  sales  amd  mauketing  fiir  a  Mioiigan 
con^Tany  to  support  his  bivocational  ministiy. 

From  there  he  went  to  Carmel  Church, 

Charlotte,  N.C.,  as  co-pastor  and  then  to 
Bel)  Shoals  Church,  Brandon,  Fla.,  as  senior 

Raster.  He  has  be^  senior  pastor  at  the 
since  October  1992. 

He  earned  master  divinity  amd  doctor  | 
of  ministry  degrees  from  Southwestern 

/,  Fort  Wo^,  Texas,  1975  and  | 

1979,  respectively,  arid  a  bachelor  of  arts  | 
degree  from  Indiana  University  in  1972.  | 

In  ^  interview  with  Baptist  Press  last  I 
fall,  Reccord  said  Southern  Baptists  are 
blessed  with  incredible  resources  and  that  I  k 

restructuring  will  help  maximize  those 
resources. 

'To  get  the  attention  of  the  nation,"  he  l^^^Bs^rB 
said,  "we  have  to  coordinate  what  we  do, 
when  we  do  where  we  we  do 

how 

"We  can  do  that  through  the  North 
Americam  Mission  Board  in  cooperation 
witii,  and  in  coordination  witii,  .state  con- 
ventions,  associations,  and  local  diurches.". 

In  an  earlier  related  development,  three 
members  of  the  ITF,  who  also  serve  as 

NAMB  incorporators,  were  named  to  assist  The  NAMB  incorporators  also  will  nom- 
make  its  final  determinate^  Based  in  part  in  assessing  and  recommending  persems  inate  trustee  officers  for  tiie  new  agency, 
on  how  a  candidate  does  in  a  tiiree-step  for  NAMB  positions.  Hogue  set  in  motion  the  wide-ranging 

process:  psychological  testing,  manage-  Reccord  named  Hogue;  Mike  Hamlet,  restructuring  in  1993  witii  his  motion  to 
ment  capability  ana  skills  assessment,  and  paster  of  First  Church,  No^  ^Tartanbuig,  study  the  convention's  structure  at  tiie  1994 
physical  testing.  -  S.C.;  and  JohnO.  Yarbrough,  senior  pastor  SBC  aimual  meetii^  in  Houshm. 

Hogue  wovuid  not  comment  on  Reccord  of  First  Church,  Perry,  Ga.,  and  ITF  vice  The  second  and  raial  vote  by  SBC  messen- 
altiioi^  other  sources  said  he  has  finished  chairman.  gets  approving  the  resturctumw  toctic  place 

two  of%e  tiiree  segments.  "This  group  will  be  responsible  for  coor-  at  the  1^  convention  in  New  Chrleans. 


mentation  Task  Force  ^^^B 
(1'1‘F)  to  members  of  First  ^^^B 
Church,  Norfolk,  at^^^B 
March  2  services.  ^^^B 

As  chairman  of  the^^BI 
task  force,  Reccord  led  in^^B 
assisting  the  restructur- 
ing  of  me  SBC,  reducing 
the  number  of  SBC  agen¬ 
cies  from  19  to  12  and  creating  the  new  mis¬ 
sion  agen<y  NAMB. 

Reccord  is  the  probable  nominee  but 
SBC  officials  stress  the  final  decision  has 
not  been  made.  Bel)  Shoals  Church,  Brandon,  Fla, 

In  a  prepared  statement  given  to  Baptist 
Press,  Reccord  said  he  was  one  of  several 
men  interviewed  for  president  last  year. 

He  said  he  did  not  feel  compelled  to 
remove  himself  at  that  time  from  the  ITF  Seminary, 
chairmanship  as  the  "discussions  were 
merely  introauctory." 

"1  now  feel,  however,  that  iLis  appropri¬ 
ate  for  me  to  do  so  since  tiie  (searen  com¬ 
mittee  members)  have  asked  me  to  move 
forward  to  emother  stage  of  the  selection 
process. 

"Though  no  prior  requirement  or  agree¬ 
ment  exists  r^arding  such  a  s^,  I  believe 
it  to  be  the  hi^  road  of  integrity  to  ensure 
procedural  propriety,"  Reccord  said.  "I 
would  hasten  to  add  that  this  step  in  no 
way  presumes  upon  tiie  process  or  my 
involvement  in  it,*  he  said. 


Reccord 


)rt  his  bivocational  minisi 
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Secretary  'grows'  six  pastors  in  long  career 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


by  over  300  people.  Sometimes  bein^  a  pastor's  secretary 

At  a  Wednesday  night  recognition  ban-  can  be  difficult.  Bemg  involved  with  peo- 
quet.  Woods  was  presented  wim  a  tenus,  a  pie  who  have  hurts  and  needs  is  not  easy, 
love  offering,  a  lifetime  stipend  in  lieu  of  she  said,  "but  it  can  also  be  joyous.  I  like 
retirement  mnds,  a  book  of  letters,  and  ^  helping  people,  and  I  like  helping  the  pas- 
other  gifts.  tor  nelp  people." 

In  addition,  ■  the  church  mission  house  Her  40  years  at  Woodland  Hills  eire  filled 
was  renamed  ^e  "Jayne  Woods  Missionary  with  happy  memories,  chief  among  which 
Home"  in  her  honor.  is  the  staff. 

Woods  started  as  the  education  secre-  "God  has  been  so  good  in  placing  who 
tary  47  years  ago  at  First  Church,  he  placed  here,"  Woods  said. 

Vicksburg,  her  home  church.  Another  source  of  happy  memories  is 

John  McCall,  pastor  of  First,  Vicksburg,  the  missionary  residence, 
at  the  rime,  told  Woods,  "If  you  stay  here  "Our  missionary  home  opened  in  1%1. 
you  will  always  be  'good  ol'  Jayne."  Most  of  the  time  we  have  had  a  missionary 

"So,  I  ventured  out,"  Woods  recalls,  family  in  the  home.  It  has  been  such  a  happy 
Without  a  job,  she  moved  to  Jackson.  She  experience;  we  all  get  so  attached,"  she  said, 
found  work  as  the  secretary  at  Doling  To  younger  secretaries,  Wotxls  offers 
Elementary  School.  this  advice:  ^'Love  the  pastor  and  take  care 

A  few  months  later,  she  was  back  in  of  him.  I'm  old  fashioned.  I  think  every- 
church  work  as  the  pastor's  secretary  at  thing  needs  to  be  run  by  the  pastor. 
Woodland  Hills.  *  whetner  he  makes  the  decision  or  not. 

That  was  40  years  ago  this  March.  because  ultimately  he  is  held  responsible 

Other  opportunities  came  along.  When  a  for  it. 
local  physician  opened  a  new  office,  he  "The  yoimg  girls  need  to  realize  that 
asked  Woods  to  be  his  secretary.  they  don’t  have  the  say-so  in  matters.  He  is 

"When  I  saw  that  office,  small  and  win-  their  superior,"  she  said, 
dowless,  I  knew  it  was  not  for  me,"  Woods  A  pastor's  secretary  is  not  without  influ- 
said.  ence,  however. 

Another  physician  in  New  Orleans  "They  should  protect  (the  pastor's) 
asked  Woods  to  come  for  an  interview.  She  time,  encourage  him,  even  cover  for  him," 
took  the  train  down.  It  was  her  first  trip  to  she  said. 

New  Orleans.  Most  of  the  pastors  with  whom  Woods 

"I  stayed  with  a  friend  who  had  a  base-  has  served  were  younger  than  she. 
ment  apartment.  I  decided  New  Orleans  That  is  part  of  the  ministry  of  being  a 
was  not  for  me,  either,"  she  said.  pastor's  secretary,  she  said.  "You  have  the 

In  40  years.  Woods  said  there  hasn't  opportuni^  to  grow  a  young  pastor." 
been  a  lot  of  change  in  the  job.  The  single  Woods  is  going  on  a  churoi  mission  trip 
biggest  change  is  computers,  which  is  to  Honduras  in  March,  and  the  staff  at 
low  when  it  notably  absent  from  her  desk.  Woodland  Hills  is  going  to  have  to  learn  to 

"When  I  started,  Henry  Crouch  had  a  get  along  without  her. 
bods  said.  Dictaphone  and  that  is  how  he  gave  me  "We'lT  just  have  to  do  the  best  we  can," 
for  Woods  work  to  do,"  she  recalled.  said  Tom  Prather,  minister  of  education  at 

di  of  the  six  The  job  of  a  pastor's- secretary  is  mostly  Woodland  Hills. 

a  people  job,  she  observed.  "We've  already  told  her  she's  going  to 

vas  held  in  "People  make  it  interesting,"  she  said,  have  to  come  badt  and  help  us,  and  she  is 
an  attended  "No  two  days  are  alike."  more  than  willing  to,"  he  said. 


After  47  years  of  serving  as  a  pastor's 
secretary,  the  rime  has  come  for  Jayne 
Woods  to  call  it  quits. 

"I  wanted  to  retire  in  the  fall,  but  David 
Sills  asked  me  to  stay  on  until  now," 
Woods  said. 


HONORING  WOODS  — 
Pastors  who  served  with  long- 
tirne  Woodland  Hills  Church 
secretary  Jayne  Woods  (front 
-row,  center)  and  attended  a  sur¬ 
prise  dinner  in  her  honor  are 
(back'  row,-  from  left)  Fuller 
Saunders,  Al  Finch,  James 
Scirratt,  and  Bill  Fuller,  all  former 
pastors  of  Woodland  Hills;  and 
James  Richardson,  former  inter¬ 
im  pastor,  (front  row,  from  left) 
John  McCall,  former  pastor.  First 
Church,  Vicksburg;  and  David 
Sills,  current  pastor.  Woodland 
Hills.  (BR  special  photo) 


Filipino  pastor  answers  call  to  Georgia  docks 


year  old  dau^ter  and  a  pregnant 
wife  waiting  ror  him  at  home,  and  I 
had  to  tell  him  he  had  cancer. 

"I  prayed  about  it,  as  did  my 
church,  and  when  I  got  to  his  room,  .  .  ^ 

God  had  beaten  me  there.  I  could  feel 

his  presence."  ^ 

First,  Rodrigo  told  the  pastor  that  j  a;! 

he  had  read  the  New  Testament  and  "  "  tea:  - 

had  some  questions.  -  ‘ 

This  naturally  led  to  Chanco  shar-  ■. 

ing  the  plan  of  salvation  with  him.  rL 

With  tears  in  his  eyes,  Rodrigo 
prayed  with  Chanco,  asking  Jesus  to 

to  then  he 
Chanco  will 

'Pastor  Doug,  is 

'Cancer  cannot  your- 

with  Christ,  your  relation- 
ship  with  your  wife,  our  relationship. 

your  heart 

nor  your  spirit  unless  you 

"We  prayed,  committing  his  family 

Rodrigo  to 
he  was  baptized. 

"That  Seaman's 

Ministry  began,  "  Chanco  declared. 

ministry  will  be 
able  to  use  a  building  near  me  docks 

to  increase  the  work  being  done.  DOCKS  MINISTRY  —  Doug  Chanco,  (right).  Savannah 

"If  someone  was  here,  they  would  Baptist  Association  language  missions  director,  talks  with 
come.  jThe  Lord  can  do  amazing  MarioJoseH.  Baldo  in  front  of  the  Navios  Pioneer  fmigliter 
things,"  he  said.  in  Savannah's  harbor.  (HMB  photo  by  Don  Rutl^ge) 


By  Traci  Muller 

SfiC  Home  Mission  Board 


SAVANNAH,  Ga.  —  Sometimes  one 
phcaie  call  can  start  something  new. 

At  least  that  is  true  for  Doug 
Chanco,  director  of  language  missions 
for  Savannah  Baptist  Association  and 
one  of  the  home  missionaries  featured 
in  this  year's  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Home  Missions,  March  2-9. 

The  Week  of  Prayer  is  associated 
with .  the  annual  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  Home  Missions. 

As  pastor  of  Crest  Hill  Church's 
Filipino  mission,  Chanco  gets  phone 
calls  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night. 

In  1991,  he  received  a  call  that  was 
different.  A  church  member  working 
as  a  nurse  at  a  local  hospital  called 
needing  help. 

A  Fuipino  sailor  who  had  had  a 
stomach  tumor  removed  was  alone, 
uncertain,  and  spoke  little  English. 

The  nurse  believed  Chanco,  a 
native  of  the  Philippines,  could  be  a 
comfort  to  the  man. 

Chanco  talked  with  Rodrigo's  doc¬ 
tor.  The  tumor  that  had  been  removed 
was  cancerous. 

The  doctor  didn't  know  how  to 
explain  this  to  the  seaman  in  his  lan¬ 
guage  and  asked  Chanco  if  he  would 
do  it  for  him. 

"I  didn't  know  what  to  do," 
Chanco  says.  "Rodrigo  had  a  three- 
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Proper  policies  can  avert  child  tragedy 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor _ 

It  is  a  difficult  issue  for  church  members 
and  leaders  to  discuss.  There  is  a  natural 
modesty  about  the  topic. 

Even  the  mere  mention  of  it  causes  some 
_to  feel  overwhelmed.  Others  will  deny  it  is 
even  possible,  thinking,  "This  is  something 
that  happens  someplace  else,  not  at  our 
church.^ 

The  subject  is  sexual  abuse.  Statistics 
indicate  as  many  as  one  out  of  three  girls 
and  one  out  of  five  boys  will  experience 
some  form  of  sexual  abuse  before  they 
reach  age  18. 

The  mcidence  of  child  sexual  abuse  is 
roughly  the  same  in  churches  as  in  the  rest  of 
society,  according  to  Janet  Omaits,  therapist 
widi  Minirth  Meier  clinics. 

A  magazine  journal  for  church  leaders 
reported  the  traumahc  story  of  a  minister's 
family  in  Nebraska. 

After  their  two  young  children  were  sex¬ 
ually  abused  by  the  teenage  son  of  church 
members,  the  pastor  and  nis  wife  discov¬ 
ered  the  church  board  did  not  want  to  deal 
with  the  issue. 

They  were  willing  to  ignore  the  charges 
until  it  was  finally  revealM  that  the  perpe¬ 
trator  had  also  made  inappropriate^  ges¬ 
tures  toward  children  in  the  church's  diil- 
dren  department. 

Such  stories  should  raise  an  alarm  in 
the  minds  of  people  who  are  involved 


with  children  at  church. 

With  the  high  incidence  of  abuse  in  U.S. 
society,  a  church  cannot  realistically  expect 
to  be  immune  from  the  problem. 

Linda  Reeves,  preschool/children's  con¬ 
sultant  for  the  Sunday  School  Department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
stresses  that  churches  should  have  written 
policies  for  the  protection  of  children,  staff 
members,  employees,  and  volunteers. 

Reeves  said  children's  ministry  policies 
should  include  provisions  for; 

♦  Applicants  for  any  paid  position 

should  sign  a  consent  form  for  a  back¬ 
ground  check.  , 

♦  Prospective  volunteer  workers 
should  also  consent  to  a  background  check 
and  complete  a  questionnaire. 

No  person  should  be  accepted  for  vol¬ 
unteer  service  until  the  church  has  received 
and  studied  the  completed  questionnaire. 

♦  Prospective  volunteers  should  be  a 
church  member  for  at  least  six  months. 

♦  No  adult  or  youth  with  known  prior 
incidents  of  sexual  misconduct  with 
minors  should  be  penhitted  to  serve  in  any 
capacity  involving  custody  or  supervision 
of  children. 

In  addition.  Reeves  recommends: 

♦  At  least  two  adult  workers  should  be 
present  at  all  activities  involving  children. 
At  no  time  should  one  worker  be  allowed 
to  be  alone  with  one  child. 

♦  Each  preschool  and  children's 
classroom  should  have  a  small  window. 


giving  a  view  of  the  entire  room. 

♦  Sanitaty  protective  procedures  for 
changing  diapers  and  assisting  in  rest 
rooms. 

♦  Security  methods  for 
releasing  preschoolers  and 
children  to  authorized 
adults  only. 

In  the  case  of  an  actu¬ 
al  allegation  of  sexual 
abuse.  Reeves  suggests 
following  the  guiodines 
given  in  "The  Church 
Law  &  Tax  Report  — 

Reducing  the  Risk  of 
Child  Sexual  Abuse  in 
Your  Church"; 

♦  Document  all 
efforts  at  handling  the 
incident. 

♦  Report  the  incident 
immediately  to  your 
church's  insurance  compa¬ 
ny,  attorney,  and  appropri 
ate  church  staff. 

♦  Contact  the  proper 
civil  authorities. 

♦  Notify  the  parents. 

♦  Do  not  confront  the 
accused  until  the  safety  of  the 
child  is  secured. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Reeves  at  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone  (601)  968-3800  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


Search  committees  facing  big  responsibilities 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


The  search  committee  t 
all  the  time  ttiey  needed 
better  part  of  a  year  —  to  find 
just  the  right  pastor  for  their 
church.  The  new  man  fit  right 
in,  and  things  seemed  to  tc 
moving  along  fine  until  the 


unthinkabte'occurred. 

Inappropriate  behavior. 
Moral  failure.  Poor  judgement. 
Criminal  history.  Emotional 
itabUity.  Improper  conduct. 
You  name  the  story,  and 
ms  Smith  has  already  heard 
it.nlanv  times. 


s  because  Smith  is 


direct^w  the  Church-Minister 


Evangelists  ProQle 


This  space  is  dedicated  to  Mississippi  men  and  women 
who  have  committed  themselves  to  vocational  evangelism. 
Churches  are  encouraged  to  take  advantage  of  thdr  talents 
in  he^>ing  to  reap  toe  harvest. 


Relations  and  Annuity 
Department  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Smith  offers  advice  and 
training  to  search  committees 
charged  with  calling  pastors 
and  stafi  members  to  serve  in 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches. 

"You  nave  to  ask  a  lot  of 
questions.  The  main  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  search  committee 
is  to  do  a  thorough  job  in 
seeking  a  new  pastor  or  staff 
member. 

"An  iifipressive  resume'  is 
not  sufficient  justification  to 
call  a  person  to  serve,"  Smith 
stressed. 

There  are  a  number  of 
important  issues  —  profes¬ 
sional  and  personal  —  that 
must  be  addressed  by  the 
search  committee  before  a 
prospective  pastor  or  staff 
mernber  is  presented  to  the 
congregation,  he  said. 

"A  prospect's  personal  life  is 
relevant;  it  should  be  part  of  the 
process.  Visits  with  a  prospect 
should  provide  insight  into  his 
or  her  personal  and  family 
life,"  Snuth  pointed  out. 

While  most  search  commit¬ 
tees'  may  not  conduct  formal 
background  checks  on  every 
prospect.  Smith  said,  many 
other  information  resources 
can  be  uncovered  with  a  little 
legwork. 

"The  associational  director 
of  missions  in  the  county  where 
a  prospect  formerly  pastured 
can  be  a  good  resource. 

"Key  laypeople  in  churches 
pastured  by  the  prospect  can 
often  provide  the  type  of  infor¬ 
mation  the  search  committee- 


needs  to  know,"  Smith  said. 

Even  local  government  offi¬ 
cials  may  provide  details  that 
contribute  to  the  overeill  por¬ 
trait  of  the  prospect,  he  adaed. 

Smith  is  available  to  advise 
and  train  search  committees  at 
their  request,  and  he  can  also 
provide  conflict  mediation 
when  problems  crop  up 
between  a  minister  and  churcn 
congregation. 

- 1 

Search  committee  questions 

to  people  who  know  prospect: 

1.  How  would  ^urate  him  as  a  preacher? 

2.  Are  his  sermons  based  on  the  Bible? 

3.  Do  his  sermons  reveal  spiritual  and  intellectual  preparation? 

4.  How  would  you  rate  him  as  a  pastor  (visiting,  displaying 
genuine  interest  in  people's  concerns,  etc.)? 

5.  Does  he  relate  well  to  church  staff  members? 

6.  How  does  he  relate  to  all  age  groups? 

7.  How  does  he  rate  as  a  leader? 

8.  Does  he  motivate  people  to  do  God's  work? 

9.  How  would  you  rate  him  as  an  administrator? 

10.  What  are  his  strong  points  as  pastor? 

11.  What  are  his  iveak  points  as  pastor? 

12.  What  tvas  his  reputation  for  taking  care  of  financial  obligations? 

13.  Is  his  spouse  supportive  (ff  his  ministry? 

14.  Does  he  take  part  in  community  activities? 

15.  Does  he  participate  in  associational  and  state  convention  work? 

16.  Is  there  anything  about  his  personal  life  we  should  know? 

Source:  Church-Minister  Relations 
and  Annuity  Department,  MBCB 


For  more  information  or  to 
schedule  a  search  committee 
consultation.  Smith  can  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  RO.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
(601)  968-3800  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 
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Argentines  savor  bond  to  Mississippian 


visit  the  Clarksdale  Police  churches  have  the  same  slogan: 
Depart-ment.  'Cipolletti  for  Jesus.'" 

h  like  interpreting  for  peo-  Like  all  parents,  they  pray 
pie  because  tnere  are  many  for  a  bright  future  for  tneu  i- 
Americans  who  come  to  my  year-old  son. 
country,"  she  said.  "I  love  inter-  But  Guillermo  shakes  his 
preting.  I  think  that  is  a  way  to  head  with  a  grin  when  some- 
serve  me  Lord."  one  suggests  Ezequiel  might 

Vrviana  grew  up  going  to  El  grow  up  to  be  a  police  officer. 
Redemtor,  where  she  was  bap-  "We  want  him  to  follow 
tized  at  age  8  and  met  Jesus,"  Viviana  said.  "And  he'll 
Guillermo,  who  had  come  from  decide  what  he  wants  to  be 
a  Catholic  background,  10  when  he's  older, 
years  later.  Guillermo  was  bap-  "I  would  like  him  to  learn 
tized  at  El  Redemtor  when  he  English  because  it's  spoken  all 
was  19.  over  the  world  and  its  a  good 

They  dated  for  a  year  before  way  to  communicate  with 
marrymg  and  say  the  qualities  others." 

enjoy  most  about  The  Johnsons,  who  say 

Ezequiel  is  showing  quite  a 

fenAant  for  picking  up 
nglish  idioms  already,  pre¬ 
activities  center  sented  their  guests  with 

Wednesdays  and  Christmas  presents  when  they 

arrived  just  two  weeks  after  the 
holiday. 

"He  thinks  I'm  Santa  Claus," 
the  Rev.  Johnson  said  with  a 
Catholicism  Ts  the  official  hearty  laugh.  "I'm  hoping  to  go 
[igion  in  Argentina  but  the  back  there  (to  Argentin^  next 
urches  co-exist  well,  the  year  for  a  while, 

jenchunaos  said.  "It's  a  beautiful,  beautiful 

"Different  churches  in  the  country  —  and  people." 
y  are  praying  for  the  city  to  Used  by  permission  of  the 
committed  to  Jesus,"  Clarksdale  Press-Register.  Copy- 
viana  said.  "And  all  the  right  1997. 


Although  the  January 
weather  hasn't  been  warm 
here,  the  Huenchunaos  say 
When  they  have  met  with  a  different 
led  to  reception  from  Mississippi's 
i  their  peome. 

/  met  "The  people  have  been  very 
kind  ana  loving,"  said  Viviana, 

I  who  teaches  English  in  her  city 
of  about  30,000.  "We  love  the 
country." 

The  impetus  behind  the 
Argentines'^  visit  to  Clarksdale 
dates  back  a  decade,  when  the 
Rev.  M.C.  Johnson  visited  the 
Rio  Negro  province  —  one  of  22 
Argentinean  provinces  — 
where  the  Huenchunaos  live. 

Johnson,  executive  director  they  ,  ^ 
of  the  North  Delta  Baptist  Cipolletti  are  its  peace  and 
Association,  participated  m  a  q^uiet  and  strong  Christian 
three  week  evangelism  trip  to  character. 

Argentina  in  1986  and  the  Church 
Huenchunaos  hosted  him  in  around 
their  home.  Sundays  as  they  do  here  and 

Invited  for  a  return  trip  in  the  church's  young  people  par- 


Perilloux 

?  Press-Register 


Mississippi  College  invites  you  to  travel 
Greece  highlighting  the  journeys  of 
Paul.  Hosted  by  the  Department  of 
Christian  Studies  and  Philosophy. 


Corrections 

location  of  Hand^oro 
Cnuich,  GulffXMi  was  incor- 
listed' as  Biloxi  on  page 
foiw  of  the  Feb.  27  is»ie. 
Thomas  is  p^or. 


Sjthildcare  for  birth 
preschod^ige  chiL 
will  be  »^labte  during 
^  Mississippi  Woman's 
«Mlonary  Union  annaal 
SOni  March  17-18 
Church,  Clinton. 
Mwr^ions  must  be  made 
t^March  1 2  with  Jucfy  Hicls 
9i4-gP8T. 


^Phone^ 
this  week 


$3498  Sept.  4-15  $2488 

e  8  day  Love  Boat  Cruise 

•  Fairoanks 

•  Wikiemess 

•  Train  Excursion 


Aug.  4-19  $2594 

escorted  by  Jim  &  Joy  Yates 

See  seminary  Miss. 
Baftists  built  in  Prague. 
Plus 

•  Old  East  Germany 

•  Slovakia  Hungary 

•  Vieiuia 


Aug.  6-23 

•  New  Zealand 

•  Australia 

•  Great  Barrier  Reef 


Our  Mission 


To  equip  leaders  to  fulfill 
the  Great  Commission  and 
the  Great  Commandments  through 
the  local  church  and  its  ministries. 


May  15-18  $369 

•  5  Shows 

•  includes 

•  Shoji  Tabuchi  & 

_  Vfu _ ? _ 


Aug.  19-30 

•  Chile 

•  Argentina 


Brownfields  Baptist 
Academy  of  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  is  s^king 
Principal/Administrator. 

Master's  Degree  in  education  or 
administration  and  experience 
required  for  Pre-K  through  8th 
grade.  Send  resumes  to: 
Search  Committee,  Brownfields 
Baptist  Church,  1 1 998  Plank 
Road,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70811- 
1090.  Resumes  received 
through  3/1 3/97. 


•  The  Promise 


Oct.  8-17  $1199 

escorted  by  Jim  &  Joy  Yates 

•  Nova  Scotia 

•  Prince  Edward  Island 

•  New  Brunswick 

•  New  England 


With  Mississippi  Extension  Centess 
IN  Clinton  and  Jackson 

For  more  irtformation  contact  our  Extension  Center  Office: 
NOBTS,  3939  Gentilly  Bhrd.,  New  Orieana,  LA  70126 
nioae  1-800-NOBTS-01.  ext.  3323  E-Mail:  pt«nobU.edu 


Tour  &  Travel 


May  24-25 
•  Popular 


CAVALCADE 


•  musical  love  story 

•  New  Orleans 


Descriptive  Brochures 
Reservations 

THE  TRAVEL  CLUB 


BRITISH  ISLES 


$2448 


May  13-27 

•  Ireland 

•  Scotland 

•  Wales 

•  England 


1  agency  of  tbe  SouAem  Baptist  Convention,  supported  by 
tbeg^  of  tbe  Cooperative  Program  and  individuals; 
Mso  by  Primds  of  U>e  Seminary  (FOS) 
who  provide  assistance  through  uHUs,  estates  and  trusts. 


1-800-841-8991 

Jackson 
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'Adopt  an  Annuitant'  is  lifeline  for  retirees 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


annuitants.  Of  that  number,  405 
receive  $200  a  month  or  less. 

Participation  in  the  AA  pro¬ 
gram  Is  determined  by  need 
and  age.  "Our  toughest  prob¬ 
lem  IS  getting  people  to 
respond,"  Ambra  said. 

^'We  are  dealing  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  people  who  have  a  great 


Suggested  gift  options  are: 

♦  $50  montnly  gift. 

♦  $600  annual  gift. 

♦  $7,500  permanent  endow¬ 
ment. 

♦  any  amount  a  person 
wants  to  give. 

"Gifts  can  be  made  in  honor 
or  memory  of  some  one. 
Churches  have  honored  a  pastor 
"They  just  dori't  want  to  say  by  setting  up  a  fund  m  his 
they  need  help,"  said  Robin  name."  Ambra  said. 

Nichols,  annuity  ^resentative  A  new  video,  entitled 
for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  "Fulfilling  the  Promise"  that 
Convention  Board  (MBCB).  tells  about  the  AA  program  has 

been  released  by  the  Annuity 
Board.  It  is  available  for  church- 
es  and  asfbciations. 

For  more  information 
the  new  the 

or  the  an 

Annuitant  program 
Robin  Nichols  in  the  MBCB 
H  Church-Minister  Relations  and 

Annuity  Department,  P.  O.  Box 
W  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 

Telephone:  (601)  or 

toll-nee  outside  Jackson  (800) 


Medical  Edecatioe  Classes: 

Takleg  the  Tine  May  Help  You  Saue  a  Life 

Twelve-year-old  Chrissa  Fleming  didn't  intend  to  be  a  hero,  but  in  January,  she 
became  one.  Chrissa  was  at  her  horhe  witi^  her  mother  and  siblings.  Her  5- 
year-old  brother,  Christian,  was  watching  television  when  their  mother.  Misty, 
noticed  that  he  was  not  moving.  After  calling  to  him  and  getting  no  response, 
she  saw  that  his  lips  and  face  had  turned  blue  and  he  was  not  breathing. 

She  picked  him  up  and  ran  to  a  neighbor's  to  get  help.  While  they  waited  at 
the  door,  Chrissa  took  her  brother  from  her  mother's  arms  and  used  the 
Heimlich  Maneuver  to  try  to  dislodge  whatever  object  had  stopped  his 
breathing.  After  four  thrusts,  out  came  a  quarter  \which  had  been  lodged  in 
Christian's  windpipe.  Medical  professionals  say  that  Chrissa's  action  saved  her 
brother's  life.  Just  days  before,  she  had  learned  the  Heimlich  Maneuver  at  a 
babbitting  training  class  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center. 

Hundreds  of  times  every  year,  the  Heimlich  Maneuver  saves  lives.  People 
from  all  walks  of  life  learn  this  and  other  lifesaving  techniques  at  classes  spon¬ 
sored  by  hospitals  and  other  health-related  institutions. 

Chrissa's  babysitting  class  was  just  one  of  several  lifesaving  courses  offered 
at  Baptist.  Participants  can  learn  cardiopulmonary  resuscitation  (CPR)  for 
infants,  children  and  adults;  safety  and  injury  prevention  around  the  home; 
and  a  variety  of  other  skills.  In  addition,  classes  are  offered  to  help  expectant 
parents,  those  expecting  twins  or  triplets,  and  teenaged  parents.  Through 
Baptist's  schedule  of  classes,  you  can  learn  ways  to  prevent  and  cope  with 
breast  cancer;  how  to  take  actions  to  decrease  your  risk  of  developing  heart 
disease,  osteoporosis,  diabetes  or  cancer;  and  how  to  help  make  yourself 
healthier  through  diet,  fitness  and  stress  reduction.  The  benefits  of  taking  a 
class  are  many,  andmay  even  help  you,  like  Chrissa,  become  a  hero. 


veloping  Deacon  Ministry  ri^n||H|||||M 

larticularly  helpful  in  using  spiritu^ 
r  teams...an  invaluable  resource...gives 
IS...  a  ^eat  model.” 

Robm  Shefheld 

National  Consultant  in  Deacon  Ministry 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 

need  for  fresh,  new  resources  for  deacqa 
recommend  it.” 

^  M  IteUL  Buckles,  Deacon  Ministry  ConsutUBt 
MiSMWippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Uiderstandlii  tke  BmsIKs  tf  Healtli  EducaUM 

Call  948-MBMC  or  1 -800-948-MBMC  {6262) 
for  more  information. 


|BM|477-9676  and  order  copies  for  $6  eadi  from 
'  Store  in  Jackson,  MS. 

of  books  you  wish  to 

OyauBks 

turtlo  inchildeyoMradiieaBdM  address. 
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Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's 
discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (While  church  membership  is 
not  required,  Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


GRATEFUL  FOR  PRAYERS 

Editor 

It  has  now  been  15  months 
since  my  diagnosis  of  two 
genetic  Drain  tumors.  After 
accepting  the  initial  shock  of 
this  news  we  began  to  ask  for 
your  prayers.  You  didn't  let  us 
down  and  neither  did  our  Lord! 

In  October  1995  the  first 
tumor  was  successfully  re¬ 
moved  and  I  was  able  to  return 
to  the  pulpit,  with  the  knowl¬ 
edge  I  still  nad  one  more  tumor 
witn  which  to  contend. 

(In)  November  1996  the  sec¬ 
ond  tumor  grew  suddenly 
(and)  I  was  ba^  in  surgery  and 
intensive  care  at  B^tist 
Memorial  Hospital  in 
Memphis.  This  time  we  were 
warned  by  our  team  of  neuro¬ 
surgeons  of  potential  complica¬ 
tions  that  very  likely  would  fol¬ 
low,  such  as  loss  of  speech, 
motor  skills  ,  or  possibly  death. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day,  it  was 
clear  that  I  had  suffered  no 
complications  from  the  surgery 
and  would  be  able  to  return  to 
my  pastorate  tumor-free.  What 
a  Thanksgiving! 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  God  and  his  people 
are  responsible  for  my  bemg 
here  today. 

My  family  and  friends,  you 
will  always  hold  a  special  place 
in  my  heart  for  showing 
Christ’s  love  and  service  when 
I  needed  it  most. 

I  will  never  forget  your 
friendship  and  kindness. 

We  are  now  faced  with  test¬ 
ing  our  children  each  year  at 
the  National  Institute  of  Health 
in  Washington,  D.C.  for  this 
genetic  condition. 

Keep  praying  Missis^pi 
Baptists!  Together  with  God, 
you're  performing  miracles! 

Michael  Weeks  and  family 

Olive  Branch 


GOD  PREPARED  MARRIAGE 

Editor: 

Upon  my  first  arrival  at  Blue 
Mountain  College  (primarily  a 
woman's  colleg^,  I  thought  for 
certain  that  before  I  graduated 
that  place  that  I  would  have 
found  the  love  of  my  life. 

Well,  my  chances  weren't  as 
good  as  I  first  thought.  Three 
years  later  I  graduated  Blue 
Mountain  with  a  BA  degree, 
and  a  few  handshakes  and 
smiles.  I  was  proud  of  my 
degree,  but  I  was  still  just  as 
single  as  I  was  three  years  earli¬ 
er  —  what  a  shame. 

Little  did  I  know  th^t  God 
was  preparing  a  mate  for  me  in 

"Seek  and  Ye  Shall  Find" 

The  best  opportunty  I've  found  in 
50  years  to  earn  money  and  enjoy 
my  work.  Perhaps  you  can  also. 
Let's  talk  about  it. 

Call  Free:  1-800-708-6237 


imperial 


the  very  church  in  which  I  pas¬ 
tured.  Much  to  my  surprise  a 
certain  young  lady  m  my  church 
made  it  known  to  me  that  we 
were  meant  to  be  together. 

I  didn't  think  that  it  would 
work.  She  was  17  and  I  was  33, 
but  the  more  I  studied  the  situ¬ 
ation  the  more  I  was  inclined  to 
believe  that  there  was  nothing 
morally  or  Biblically  wrong 
with  it. 

We  are  married  now.  My 
wife,  now  at  the  young,  tender 
age  of  19,  is  the  most  mature 
person  I  know.  She  is  thought¬ 
ful,  intelligent,  hard  workmg, 
and  is  the  most  courageous 
individual  I  could  ever  Imow. 
She  is  my  hero! 

I  want  to  thank  Amity 
Church  for  their  understanding 
and  support. 

Walter  Butler 

Woodland 


BAPTIST  FRIENDS  BEST 
Editor: 

I  and  my  family  have  been 
reminded  of  the  value  of  Baptist 
friendships.  After  serving  20 
years  as  a  full-time  minister  of 
education,  I  entered  bivocation- 
al  work  in  October,  1996.  I  felt 
that  I  needed  to  contact  associa- 
tional  and  state  officers  to  make 
them  aware  of  my  change. 

With  some  apprehension,  I 
journeyed  to  the  Baptist 
Building  intent  on  visiting  most 
departments. 

The  first  person  I  saw  was 
Raymond  Bail,  a  friend  and  co¬ 
worker  from  a  previous  neigh¬ 
bor  church,  who  now  serves  as 
bivocational  minister  of  music 
in  Ridgeland. 

Then  I  visited  Robin  Nichols 
in  Church /Minister  Relations 
and  Annuity  who  took  time 
from  his  busy  schedule  to  per¬ 
sonally  introduce  me  in  several 
departments. 

in  the  hallway  I  saw  long¬ 
time  friend  Don  Hicks  who 
works  in  Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry.  He  assured 
me  of  his  prayers  and  support. 

In  the  Church  Music 
Department  I  spoke  to  Patsy 
Alford  who  has  been  an 
acquaintance  for  over  25  years. 

Dusty  Perkins,  editor  of 
"The  Baptist  Record,"  remem¬ 
bered  a  conference  years  ago 
where  we  and  our  spouses  met. 

Other  workers  in  the  Baptist 


Our  rompany  proudly  rrlain.%  Ihr 
name  of  rmr  foumler.  L.L.  Sani.t.  a 
■Southern  Baptist  pastor. 


Si 


It  has  been  nur 
privilege  lo 
serve  Southern 
Baptists  since 
1898. 


PEWS— PULPITS 


Manoficturri  Sctmiik  thr  Nation,  ^ince  Ivnfl  j 

1-800-234-6624 


•  stained  glass  •  caqxt  • 

•  pews  •  ptilpit  ftimiture  • 

•  educational  furniture  • 

'  painting  •  more  than  290  complete 
CHURCH  RENOVATIONS 

FREE  BROCHURES 

1-800-537-4723 

P.  o.  Box  U.W.  Waco.  TX  70703 


Building  were  friendly  and  sup¬ 
portive  of  my  vocatioiud  worn 
I  must  al^  recognize  Eddie 
Hamilton,  director  of  missions 
of  Metro  Association,  who  has 
been  very  supportive  during 
my  transition. 

There  are  also  the  wonderful 
church  members  and  staff  at 
thfe  Park  Place  Church  in 
Brandon  who  have  made  us 
part  of  their  friendly  family.' 

All  friendships  are  impor¬ 
tant,  but  Baptist  friendships  are 
the  best! 

Steve  L.  Owens 
Brandon 


END  DEATH  PENALTY 


Editor: 

When  I  was  a  teenager,  the 
newspaper  was  filled  with  sto¬ 
ries  of  me  ^proaching  execu¬ 
tion  of  Carl  Chessman,  the  "red 
light"  bandit  in  California. 

Several  years  ago,  I  relived 
those  youthful  thoughts  when  I 
read  California  Governor  Pat 
Brown's  book  on  the  death 
penalty.  ^ 

Brown  signed  Chessman's 
death  warrant,  and  in  later 
years  rejected  the  death  penalty. 

Through  the  years  I  have  cor¬ 
responded  with  death  row 
inmates,  visited  them  on  death 
row,  and  once  even  prepared  to 
be  a  witness  at  an  execution  until 
a  last  minute  reprieve  was  given. 

The  death  penalty  is  no 
longer  heeded  for  the  protection 
of  society.  It  is  possible  to  house 
men  in  a  humane  prison  with¬ 
out  significant  risk  of  their 
escape,  and  there  are  effective 
deterrents  to  violence  in  prisons. 

Also,  the  death  penalty  is  not 
a  deterrent  to  crime,  and  it 
never  has  been. 

American  society  is  the  most 
violent  in  the  world,  cmd  it 
"legally"  executes  more  human 
beings  th^m  any  other  country. 

Any  society  that  allows  itself 
to  take  solace,  pleasure  or  pride 
in  die  deadi  or  another  human 
being,  no  matter  how  objection¬ 
able  that  person's  conduct,  needs 
to  be  concerned  as  much  about 
itself  as  it  is  about  criminals. 


Today  the  death  penalty  is 
capricious,  random,  and  with¬ 
out  rhyme  nor  reason  in  both 
the  sentencing  process  and  in 
the  execution  grounds. 

America  should  enter  the 
twenty-first  century  without 
the  unnecessary  baggage  of  the 
death  penalty. 

Larry  Holly 
Beaumont,  Texas 


THANKFUL  FOR  BLESSINGS 
Editor: 

New  ,,  Hope  Church, 
Coffeeville,  is  a  small  covmtry 
church  almost  152  years  old. 

It  has  had  leaders  and  pas¬ 
tors  with  much  faith  to  keep  it 
going.  It  has  been  a  great  inspi¬ 
ration  and  a  guiding  ught  to  me 

communiW- 

Through  the  years  it  has  had 
it's  ups  and  downs,  and  in  1989 
it  was  at  a  standstill  and  didn't 
seem  to  have  much  future. 

The  Lord  sent  us  a  bivoca¬ 
tional  pastor,  Frank  Mixon,  and 
his  wire,  who  was  a  man  with  a 
vision  and  a  dynamite  preacher 
and  a  warm  loving  pastor. 

Under  his  leadership  and 
guidance,  he  and  the  men  of  the 
church  with  some  volunteer 
help  built  a  20'x30'  fellowship 
hall  in  1991. 

It  has  really  been  used  and 
enjoyed  immensely.  Then  in 
1993  a  Sunday  School  building, 
32'x64'  was  added.  It  could  not 
be  complete  without  a  baptistry 
that  has  been  used  several  times. 

With  support  from  the  church 
family  anci  donations  of  money 
and  materials  from  outside  it 
was  debt-free  wheri  finished. 

Along  with  the  buildings 

(Contintied  on  page  9) 


All  types  of  Baptist  printing 
under  one  roof. 

4  L^terhesids  ♦^mdiures 
^  Business  Cards  ^  Newsletters 
arxl  more  at  wbofesale  prices! 

Call  today  for  more  information. 
(601)3^5-5029  J 


It's  Easy  For  Your  Church  to  Crow! 

As  I  meet  prople  across  our  state,  and  they  find  out  I  am  Pastor 
of  Trinity  Baptist  Church  in  Southaven,  their  response  is  almost 
always  the  same.  They  say,  "it's  easy  to  grow  a  church  in  DeSoto 
County  because  of  all  the  new  people  moving  into  your  area!" 
However,  that  is  not  the  reason  that  we  have  seen  our  church 
grow  from  200  in  Sunday  School  to  over  1 ,300  in  just  six  years. 

Church  growth  is  more  a  product  of  what  is  going  on  INSIDE 
the  church  than  OUTSIDE  in  its  community.  If  it  really  was  "easy 
.to  grow  a  church  in  a  growing  community,"  ttien  why  don't  the 
tacts  (Move  that  to  be  true?  There  are  56  churdMS  in  the  Northw^ 
Association.  I  researched  each  of  their  growth  (jattaos  since  19BV. 
Here  are  the  facts:  21  of  those  churches  have  shown  growth,  9  are 
^lateaued  showing  no  significant  change  in  attendance,  and  26 
are  declining  in  size.  The  figures  show  38%  of 
our  churches  are  growing  arid  62%  are 

Churches  grow  because  the  Pastor  and  lead¬ 
ers  take  the  ste(K  necessary  to  produce  growth, 
not  simply  because  their  community  grows.  It 
takes  just  as  much  hard  work,  ministry,  outreach, 
and  creativity  to  grow  a  church  in  Southaven  as 
it  does  in  your  town.  Too  often  we  are  looking  for 
a  "quick  fix"  when  it  comes  to  reaching  people. 

There  are  none!  It  all  boils  down  to  prayer,  hard  -  n.., r-.., 
work,  outreach,  and  ministry.  Churches  grow  xrmiiy  Baptist chuiA 
best  the  old  fashioned  wa'J^yVORK.  Southavm,  Mississippi 
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teams  scheduled  for  June  and  University  for  Women,  I  had  We  have  STOnt  so  much  time 
several  requests  for  construe-  the  opportunity  to  examine  and  making  the  distinction  of  color 
tion  teams  for  this  year.  Ilrere  evaluate  virtually  all  reading  when,  in  fact,  we  should  have 
are  also  WMU  projects  sched-  programs  in  America.  been  concerned  with  the  souls 

uled  for  April  and  May.  I^r  many  years  I  have  active-  of  men  whose  skin  differ  in 

I  would  like  to  encourage  ly  endorsed  a  balance  of  direct, 
anyone  that  is  looking  for  an  explicit  phorucs  instruction  and 
opportunity  to  serve  me  Lord,  reading  in  meaningful  content, 
and  to  fellowship  with  brothers  because  1  am  certain  that  this  is 
and  sisters  in  Christ  to  prayer-  the  only  combinaHon  of  instruc- 
fully  consider  this  partnership  tion  that  consistently  "works" 
witn  Venezuela.  I  know  the  with  all  children, 
rewards  will  be  great.  If  you  or  your  readersVould 

If  you  interested,  you  may  like  further  information  you 
contact;  Partnership  Missions  can  contact  me  as  follows:  51 
Office,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  Rivermont  Drive,  Carrollton, 

MS  39205-0530  or  phone  (601)'  AL  35447. 

96B-3800  or  (800)  74-1651 .  Jane  Hodges 

June  Nolen  Carrollton,  Ala. 


appearance. 

The  greatest  hindrance  to 
our  fellowship  with  other  peo¬ 
ple  is  our  lack  of  fellowship 
with  our  Heavenly  Father. 

Each  member  of  the  body  of 
Christ  has  been  blessed  with  a 
human  spirit  with  which  we 
can  relate  to  the  Lord  himself. 
We  are  souls! 

Give  credit  where  credit  is 
due.  When  we  wedk  with  the 
Lord  in  the  light  of  his  Word  the 
credit  goes  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 

When  we  don't,  me  credit 
for  our  behavior  must  go  to 
WINONA  HOMECOMING  that  old  sinful  nature  that 

Editor:  EVERYONE  CAN  LEARN  resides  within  each  of  us. 

I  recently  returned  from  a  Editor:  "Now  if  I  do  (habitually) 

Medical  Mission  trm  to  Editor:  First  Church,  Winona,  is  what  is  contrary  to  my  desire, 

Venezuela.  1  was  one  of  /\  peo-  President  Clinton  has  stated  planning  a  Homecoming  Day  (that  means  that)  I  acknowl- 
ple  from  12  states  that  partici-  that  every  child  should  be  able  m  October  1997.  The  homecom-  edge  and  agree  that  the  Law  is 

pated  in  this  project.  to  read  oefore  entering  third  ing  committee  is  trying  to  good  (morally  excellent)  and 

1  can  truly  say  that  this  trip  grade.  I  agree,  but  as  a  teacher,  I  locate  all  former  members  and  mat  1  take  sides  with  it. 
was  one  of  tne  most  wonderful  know  that  we  will  not  see  the  staff  members.  However,  it  is  no  longer  I  who 

spiritual  experiences  of  my  life,  realization  of  this  goal  until  edu-  We  would  like  to  hear  from  do  the  deed,  but  the  sm  (princi- 

Even  though  we  worked  cators  become  aware  of  and  all  former  members  and  former  pie)  which  is  at  home  in  me  and 

extremely  hard  meeting  physi-  adopt  methods  and  materials  staff  members  of  First  Church.  nas  possession  of  me." 

cal  needs,  sometimes  as  much  that  mve  proven  "trzick  records"  We  want  to  extend  a  person-  (Amplified  Bible) 

as  11  hours  a  day,  it  was  a  very  for  teaching  all  children  how  to  al  invitation  to  each  of  these  David  W.  Koons 

rewarding  trip  spiritually.  God  read,  write,  and  spell.  along  with  their  families  to  be  Shelby 

often  works  more  in  us,  than  The  evidence  of  the  research  with  us  on  this  day. 
through  us.  data  leaves  no  room  for  doubt.  There  may  be  some  who  are 

The  worship  services  were  The  most  effective  way  to  teach  still  members  of  our  church  and  RACES  NOT  TO  BE  MIXED 
awesome!  The  Holy  Spirit's  beginning  reading  is  through  a  have  moved  away  of  which  we 
presence  could  certairUy  be  felt,  combination  of  explicit  phonics  do  not  have  a  current  address. 

We  saw  the  Lord  work  in  many  and  "connected"  reading.  In  order  that  we  may  send 

lives,  and  answer  many  If  approached  in  a  logical  you  a  personal  invitation,  please 

prayers — more  than  1,000  peo-  and  systematic  manner,  almost  call  the  church  office  at  (601)  283- 

ple  were  saved.  '  everyone  of  any  age  can  learn  to  4682  or  write  First  Church,  P.  O. 

At  the  present,  Mississippi  read  in  a  relatively  short  time.  Box  408,  Wmona,  MS  38%7. 

Baptists  Have  a  three-year  part-  The  persons  responsible  We  would  like  to  hear  from 
nership  with  Venezuela  Baptist,  may  not  be  aware  of  the  these  former  members  as  soon  as 
This  is  the  second  year  or  that  research.  A  summary  of  the  possible  in  order  to  let  you  know 
partnership.  research  data  for  the  past  25  .  the  date  and  plans  for  the  day. 

There  were  only  two  people  years  can  be  obtained  by  mail-  Reba  R.  Carwile 

on  the  terrh  of  74  that  were  ^m  mg  a  check  for  $5  to:  University  Winona 

Mississippi.  I  wish  that  more  of  Ulinois/Summaty;  P.O.  Box 

Mississippians  would  take  2276,  Station  A;  Champaign, 

advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  Illinois  61825-277.  WE  ARE  SOULS! 

participate  in  this  project.  During  my  25  year  career  as 

I  understand  tnat  there  are  a  reading  specialist  and  faculty  Editor: 
still  vacancies  for  the  VBS  member  at  Mississippi  In  response  to  the  (Feb.  6 

Guest  Opinion)  of  Paul  G. 

Jones,  II,  executive  director, 

Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission: 

Race  relations  is  a  matter  of 
the  soul  —  each  individual 
believer  <md  unbeliever  alike. 

All  members  are  living  souk 
enshrouded  by  a  visible,  physi¬ 
cal  body,  which  skin  may  be  of 
a  different  color. 


Seminary 

caurses 


Jackson 

New  Orleans  Seminary 
will  off^  a  Biblical  studies 
course  beginning  March  27, 
7-9  p.m.,  at  Broadmoor 
Church,  Jackson.  The  course 
is  offeied  through  die  Church 
Leadership  Certificate 
Program.  Jack  Glaze,  retired 
professor  from  the  seminary, 
will  teach  the  course,  "The 
Gospel  of  John."  The  course 
continues  each  Thursday 
evening  for  eight  weeks. 
There  is  an  enrollment  fee  of 
$25  and  a  course  cost  of  $75. 
Such  a  study  slx^uld  be  of 
special  interest  to  Sunday 
School  teachers.  •  Persons 


SIGN  UP  FOR  MISSIONS 


Editor: 

After  reading  the  Guest 
Opinion  of  Paul  G.  Jones,  n  in 
the  Feb.  6  (issue),  it  k  obvious  to 
me  the  man  advocates  that  the 
races  come  together  as  one  body. 

1  can  only  say  shame  on  you. 
At  one  time  in  history  all  tonnes 
were  ffie  same.  The  people  of 
that  day  were  attempting  to 
build  a  tower  to  Heaven,  but 
God  changed  their  tongues 
where  they  could  not  under¬ 
stand  one  another.  In  a  twinkle  of 
an  eye  the  languages  we  know  of 
today  was  put  in  motion. 

Each  nationality  has  their 
own  culture,  -which  God 
instilled  in  them  at  that  time. 

If  you  will  observe  nature, 
you  will  see  that  God's  creation 
IS  still  pierfect,  unless  where 
man  has  tried  to  alter  it. 

When  you  see  a  bluebird  and 
a  redbird  interbreeding,  at  that 
time  and  only  at  that  time,  it  will 
be  all  right  for  the  races  to  mix. 

Joe  Jennings 

Laurel 


teachers 
desiring  additional  InfiMiTKaF' 
tion  may  coniaa  - 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-376-2287 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


^West  Heights^ 
Baptist  Church 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  .&  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for  Hospital  Room,  mtensive  Care^ _ 


328  West  Oxford  Street 
Pontotoc,  MS  38863 
(601)  489-1200 

will' celebrate  their 
50th  Anniversary  on 
March  9,  1997 

All  former  members  and 
friends  of  West  Heights 
are  urged  to  put  this 
date  on  their  calendar 
\and  plan  to  attend.  J 


Odl  today  for  free  information: 

E.E  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-463-4348 
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Names  in  the  News 


a  Thomas  and  Carol)m  Poore  and 

a  senior  at  Stringer  High 
School,  was  nominated  by 
Carey  Worthington  of  West 
Laurel  Church,  Laurel,  to 
attend  the  third  annual 
Christian 
Youth 
Leadership 
Conference  in 
M  a  '  a  1  e  h 
A  d  u  m  i  m  , 

Israel,  March 
16-25.  While 
at  the  confer¬ 
ence  she  will 

First  Church,  McLain,  attend  leader- 
recently  honored  its  deacons,  ship  work- 
Those  honored  were  Jack  shops,  com 
Cochran  for  29  years  of  service,  plete  a  tour  of  the  Holy  Land, 
Bo  Moody  for  eight  years  of .  and  attend  a  reception  with  the 
service,  and  Kelcey  Lee  and  Israeli  Parliament  and  Mayor 
Ben  Byrd  for  completing  their  Benny  Kashriel.  The  youth  who 
first  year  of  service.  Pictured  were  picked  to  attend  this  con- 
(top)  Moody,  Byrd,  Stewart,  ference  were  chosen  on  their 
and  Lee.  (Side  left)  are  Dean  leadership  , characteristics 
Stewart,  pastor,  and  Cochran.  shown  in  school  and  church. 

Poore  is  currently  serving  as 
First  Church,  Yazoo  City,  on  president  of  the  Beta  Club  and 
Feb.  9  honored  Linda  Jenkins  vice-president  of  the  senior 
on  the  occasion  of  her  40th  class, 
anniversary  as  church  secre¬ 
tary.  Jenkins'  pastor/brother,  —  John  Lee  Taylor,  pastor  of 
William  (Bill)  Jenkins,  preached  First  Church,  Gainesville,  Ga/, 
the  evening  service.  Kendy  will  retire  on 
Jenkins,  a  niece,  was  featured  June  30.  A 
soloist.  Jenkins  was  presented  a  native  of 
money  tree  at  a  reception  held  C  r  y  s  t  a  1  F 
in  her  honor  following  the  Springs, 
evening  worship  hour,  l^vid  Taylor  was 
Raddin  is  pastor.  educated  at 

Mississippi 
First  Church,  College  and 
Magee,  Southern 


First  Church  McLain,  deacons 


Poore 


Beulah  Church,  Union  County  Association,  held  a  deacon  ordi¬ 
nation  service  for  Chris  Murphy  and  David  Meeks.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Meeks,  Randy  Hamilton,  pastor,  and  Murphy. 


with  burial  in  Ellistown 
Church  Cemetery  in  New 
Albany.  Merritt  was  a  member 
of  First  Church,  Newton,  and 
the  wife  of  Gus  Merritt,  interim 

Rastor  at  Hazel  Church, 
fewton  County.  *  Other  sur¬ 
vivors  include  a  daughter, 
Paula  Merritt  of  Chunky;  a  son, 
Victor  Merritt  of  Olive  Branch; 
two  grandchildren,  Rachel 
Merritt  and  Nicholas  Merritt, 
both  of  Olive  Branch;  three  sis¬ 
ters,  Mildred  Roberts  of 
Ellistown,  Frances  Bailey  of 
Madison,  and  Jean  Costner  of 
Banner,  and  a  brother,  Enoch 
Purvis  of  New  Albany. 

Gregory  Alan  Teel,  minister 
to  youth  and  students  at 
Meadowview  Church, 

Starkville,  was  licensed  by 
Carey  Chapel  Church,  Mt. 

Ploacanf  r>n  Fph  PirhlTpd 


Stewart  and  Cochran 


with  Teel  is  his  wife  Connie, 
who  presented  him  with  his 
certificate  of  license.  Others  on 
the  program  included  his  father 
and  mother,  Carl  and  Nona 
Teel;  Jack  Gregory,  pastor;  and 
Dean  Bumnas.  deacon. 


Hand,  Reed,  and  McCracken 


Pbws.  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stairied  glass,  carpet. 
Van  Winkle  steeples,  lighting. 

,  folding  doors. 

Church  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 .  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Weaver 
McCracken,  asso¬ 
ciate,  Student 
Work,  Mississippi  - 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

Linda  Poore,  daughter  of 


First,  Grenada.  Taylor  and  his 
wife  Dolores  plan  to  make  their 
retirement  home  in  Gainesville. 

Faye  Purvis  Merritt,  63,  of 
Newton,  died  Feb.  7.  ^rvices 
were  held  in  Newton  on  Feb.  8 


MEDICAL  EVANGELISM  TEAM  TO 
ROMANIA  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 

Great  Commission  Ministries,  The  Foreign 
Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  and  the  Baptists  of  Romania 
invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  a 
Medical/Evangelism  team  to  Brasov. 
Romania  on  May  30  -  June  8,  1997. 

The  team  will  conduct  medical  clinics,  personal 
evangelism,  and  Bible  School  daily.  Needed  are 
Physicians,  Dentists,  Pharmacists,  Nurses, 
Medicai  and  Dentai  Assistants,  Bible  School 
Workers,  Clerical  Workers,  Pastors,  and 
People  to  share  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 

For  more  information,  contact  Mr.  Gray  Harvey  at 
(601 )  542-321 7  phone/fax. 

Great  Commission  Ministries,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1 
Liberty,  MS  39645 


Congratulations 

to 

New  Prospect  Baptist 
Church 

Oxford,  Mississippi 

Reverend  Everett  Childers,  Pastor 

On  the  Sale  of  $650,000  in  Church 
Bonds  for  the  Construction  of  Their 
New  Sanctuary 


Construction  and  Permanent  flnancing  provided  by 
I  Rives  Leavell  A  Co.  For  information  regarding  your 
chiurch  project  call  or  write 

Local  (601)  948-4500 
Toll  Free  1-800-748-8877 
Mark  A.  McNeece 
Regional  Vice  President  ~ 

460  Briarwood  Drive  Suite  515 
Jackson,  MS  39236 
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Baptist  College  News 


Just  for  the  Record 


Staff  Changes 


_  1  lc\cnHi  _ 

'lississippi  ICiplisls 
~  In  iSioacIc  asliiifi 


William  Carey  College  will 
offer  a  series  of  musical  emd  the- 
atrical^performances  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  Pecan  Shadows  Farm, 
which  houses  the  Genesis 
Center  for  Work  and  Service  in 
Lumberton.  Leo  Day  and 
Connie  Roberts  of  the  Winters 
School  of  Music  will  perform 
music  of  Mozart,  Schubert, 
Donizetti,  and  Gershwin  on 
March '21  at  7  p.m.  Miroslav 


burning  of  tihe  $^^,000  mort¬ 
gage  note,  dinner  on  the 
grounds,  and  aftemocm  singing. 

R  Pariker  is  pastor. 

llinier  Memorial  will 
^  hc^  at  Calviuy  Cnurcfa, 
Hew  Aegvata,  on  March  9. 
AdivitUs  will  include  Sunday 
-School  at  9:45  aann.;  11  a.in.  meiP 
by  Roudet  Turner, 


Edwards 
Church 
(Metro):  has 
called  Russell 
M.  Mclntire, 

Clinton,  as 
pastor  effec¬ 
tive  Jan.  19. 

Mclntire  is  a 
graduate  of 
New  Orleans 
Seminary, 
where  he  has  served  as  vice- 
president.  He  also  previously 
served  for  20  years  as  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Clinton. 


Tsxas,  and  G.£.  and  Routp3 
Turner,  mtisic;  cofvered  dish 
hmdi;  and  singing^l-4  p.m. 


le  Mbit* 


Mclntire 


Monticello 

Church, 

has  called 

1 1 e 

Ready  as  part- 
time  minister 
music  effec- 
2. 

^e  is  a  native 

of  Monticello.  Ready 

Hollandale  Church, 

Hollandale,  has  called  Melissa 
Stone,  Greenville,  as  music 
director  effective  Jan.  19.  She  is 
a  student  at  Delta  '  State 
University  where  she  is  study¬ 
ing  music,  English,  and  French. 
She  also  attended  Mississippi 
Delta  Community  College. 
Stone  was  a  summer  mission¬ 
ary  to  Kazhkstan,  USSR. 


Cmva»  cm  piogpcam  paiitor, 
ii^^de  the  Pi^  (ihriortet  A 
iKxm  meal  Wm  be  served. 
itcmny  Gofif  is  p«atric.  heia  ^ 

imicrcsl  C|H||i^  :|Mdks(ni,  speateer 
i|i]l  hold  a  fo|^  ^ 


ip  be  Cidfpy  C^pdw;  Iflptto  C 
Oiodb,  cm  l^nday  everdbiL  Mard 
9i  Guot  Dobbs,  a  IkpuBrliam  ri 
>e  Taylor,  operator,  parhc%a!led  in  a  i 
ly  to  )ect  in  Snkcxia^  A&ftfda,  J 
tollcrfdia  1994.  Fc»^  fpdKt  IMon^ 
iwSchbol  caQ  Calvary  CratolL  id  >(( 
yMup;  74^^719. 


orf  March  14- 
6:30-8:00  pan 
Sphirdayand 


April  18-19,  1997 

Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Jackson,  Mississippi 


Workshops 
Satur^y,  April  19 
8K)0-3:15  p.m. 


Awards  Banquet 
Friday,  April  18 
7:0p-9K)0  p.m. 


Ted  Baebr 

Awards  Banquet  Speaker 


Providing  Transportation  Solutions 


y  Check 
our  Pricing 
Before  you 
\  Buy!  . 


Ken  Sims  Steve  Guidry 
Shooting  and  Editing  with  the  Sirrgle  Camera 


Chip  Turner 

Media  Promotipn 
and  Supporting 
Church  Ministries 
with  Video 


lack  Johnson 

Special  Feature 


Pacer  LTD  by  Goshen 
Coach  1 5  Passenger,  [#77} 

Gas  or  Diesel  a 

NO  CDL  Required  _ _ 

72"  Interior  Headroom  ♦  Electric 
Passenger  Door  ♦  No  Hump  to  Crawl 
over  ♦  Low  Entry  Step-for  seniors 
♦  Easy  Handling-Fun  to  Drive 

CALL  —  SoCca  —  TODAY 

4805  FARM  LANE  RD.  PINE  BLUFF,  AR  71603 

501-879-1500  or  800-822-5307 


SENTRY-30  to  32  Passenger 
Chevy  Diesel  or  454  Gas 
Freightliner  Cummins-Diesel 


Richard  Lister  Ken  Anderson 
Producing  Pageants  on  a  Budget 


David  Edmonds 

Basic  Audio  in  the 
Church 


Cary  Underwood 

Producing  a  Worship 
Service-Basic 
and  Advanced 


Cost  o<  $25  per  person  i*  lor  Fri.  &  Sat.  includes  all  meals  and 
conlerence  materials.  For  churches  bringing  lour  or  more  cost 
is  $20.  Advanced  registration  must  be  made.  Make  check 
payable  to  MBCB.  and  mail  to;  Farrell  Blankenship,  MBIB. 
PO  Bo*  5  JO,  lackson,  MS  39205^0530 


Check  our  prices-we'll  sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 
We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses 
All  Makes  &  Models 
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Homecomings 


Revival  Dates 


FMB:  Overseas  workers  hit  new  record 


Last  fall,  BeU  and  Melissa  — 
now  his  wife  —  were  named  two 
of  590  overseas  mission  workers 
appointed  in  1996  ^  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  (FMB)  for  assign¬ 
ments  of  two  years  or  more. 

That's  a  record  number  of 
new  workers  in  a  year's  time 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Three  and  a  half  years  ago, 
Alan  Bell  said  goodbye  to  his 
girlfriend,  Melissa,  and  board¬ 
ed  a  plane  for  a  two-year  term 
of  mission  work  in  Hong  Kong. 
He  remembers  now  it  was  the 
hardest  thing  he'd  ever  done. 


growing  number  of  Southern 
aptists  who  served  shorter 
assignments  overseas  before 
committing  themselves  as 
career  missionaries. 

Mission  leaders  say  the  hand 
of  God  is  at  work  producing 
e,  Jackson:  20th  Holly  Springs  (Lincoln):  Southern  Baptist  overseas 
March  9;  10:30  a.m.;  March  16;  covered  dish  lunch  workers  in  record  numbers,  as 
Fred  Tarpley,  first  served;  Johnny  Smith,  speak-  more  churches  become  aware  of 
:  speaker;  others  on  er;  Billy  Smith,  music;  people  without  access  to  the 
lude  Doug  Herrin,  Wendell  Smith,  pianist;  spe-  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  stress 
ind  youth  minister;  cial  music  at  1  p.m.  featuring  tne  need  to  pray  for  them. 

Bord,  pastor.  Obadiah.  Southern  Baptists  are 

respondi^  to  the  call  for  work¬ 
ers  on  "The  Last  Frontier"  — 
those  unreached,  inaccessible 
areas  where  traditional  mission 
methods  are  unwelcome. 

"We  can't  even  put  into  print 
where  some  of  these  people  go. 
They're  tou^,  tougn  places," 
said  Lloyd  Atkinson,  FMB  per¬ 
sonnel  selection  director. 

Lee  and  Cathy  Zwink, 
appointed  in  Fdjruary,  are  exam¬ 
ples  of  people  responding  to  the 
needs  of  "harvest  fields"  —  fiiose 
areas  where  new  people  are 
accepting  Jesus  Christ  at  such  a 
pace  mission  workers  struggle  to 
train  enough  new  leaders  the 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1997 


QPVEV  VKYH  ERCB  IPZ,  Y 
KD  CIP  ZPVEZZPACYBR, 


KRH  CIP  UYMP:  IP  CIKC 


GPUYPFPCI  YR  DP,  CIBEJI 


Bfutoa  and  Suzanne 
Schsdiz,  missionariesJo  Togo, 
have  cooipkled  langua^ 
inT^rance  and  anrmKl  on 
dudt  Add  (addreai^ 


IP  LPZP  HPKH,  NPC 


VIKUU  IP  UYFP 


QBIR  PUPFPR 


CLPRCN-MYFP 


Clue:  J  equals  G 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Luke  Five  Twenty-Four. 


Pleasant  Ridge,  Sturgis:  Monticello  (Lawrence): 

March  9-12;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  March  16-19;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-WiM.,  7  p.m.;  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Danny  Waddell,  Armiston,  Bill  Causey,  executive  director, 
Ala.,  evangelist;  Susie  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Haggard,  Pleasant  Ridge  Board,  evangelist;  Charlotte 
Church,  music;  Larry  Haggard,  Ready,  Monticello,  music; 
pastor.  Jimmy  G.  McGee,  pastor. 


Florida  Baptist 
Theological  College 


♦  Christian  Ministry  Degree  Programs 

♦  Bible  Taught  as  God’s  Word 

♦  Supportive  Campus  Community 

♦  Ministry  Opportunities 

♦  Campus  Life  for  Families  and  Singles 


SUNDAY  SCHOOl  SICK?  Attend  the  2nd 
annual  National  Sunday  School  Conference, 
May  7-9  at  first  Baptist  Church,  Muscle 
Shoals,  Alabama.  Sponsored  by  Wrighl-Track 
Ministries.  Call  tor  brochure.  ^1-755-0332. 
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of  Oklahoma 

was  bom  in 

Wewoke  and  considers  Durant 

herlu>metown. 

What  can  you  buy  for  $4? 

Not  much . . .  unless  you  are  sharing  God’s  wonderful  message  of  hope  through  the  American  Bible  Society. 

For  less  than  what  it  costs  for  a  fast-food  meal,  you  can  provide  a  copy  of  the  Bible  to  someone  who  has  waited  his 
whole  life  to  receive  it.  It  may  be  a  person  living  in  Russia  or  India  or  Africa  or  Brazil  or  right  here  in  the  U.S.  It  may  be, 
'  someone  who  does  not  have  access  to  the  Scriptures  because  of  poverty  or  some  other  barrier. 

At  only  $4  per  Bible,  you  can  provide  someone  with  God’s  Word.  And  $16  can  make  it  possible 
for  4  people  to  receive 

For  a  hurting  boy  or  girl,  child  or  adult,  teenager  or  senior  citizen,  your  gift  of  $4  or  more  can 
make  an  eternal  difference.  Nowhere  in  the  world  will  you  find  a  more  satisfying  bargain  than  that. 

To  help,  just  mail  your  gift  with  this  coupon  today.  Or  you  may  pledge  your  gift  by  calling 
toll  fi^,  1-888-505-7500. 


WHAT  A  BARGAIN!  YES! 
I  want  to  share  God’s  hope  found 
in  the  Scriptures  with  those  so  eager  to  receive  it. 

Q  Enclosed  is  my  gift  of  $4  to  provide  a  Bible 
to  one  person; 

I’d  like  to  do  more.  Here  is  my  gift  of: 


Name _ 

Address 


State/ZIP _ _ 

Mail  to:  Amerkan  Bible  Society 
1865  Broadway 
New  York,  NY  10023-7505 


Q  $8  for  2  Bibles  Q  $24  for  6  Bibles 
Q  $16  for  4  Bibles  Q  $ _ for _ 


Bibles 


Or  call  1-888-505-7500  toll  free  to  make  a  pledge  by  phone.  Make 
,your  check  payable  to  the  American  Bible  Sodety.  Contributions  to  ABS 
are  greatly  appreciated  and  are  tax  deductible  as  allowed  by  law.  Thank  you! 

7102S130 


wouM  desert 


pray.  Whai  people  pressed  him 
the  most,  he  prayed.  When  peo- 


Family  Bible  Series 

Live  in  love  and  holiness 

I  Thes.  3:6-10, 12-13;4:1-12 


By  Mary  Ellen  Powell _ 

Living  in  holiness  is  truly  the 
call  of  all  Christians,  but  often 
the  pursuit  of  holiness  is 
crowded  out  by  other,  more 
temporal  matters.  In  these  vers¬ 
es,  we  can  learn  ways  diat  we 
can  further  our  quest  to  live  in 
love  and  holiness. 

Good  Report  (I 
Thessalonians  3:6-10).  Paul 
and  Timothy  were  encouraged 
the  lives  led  by  the 
Tnessalonian  Christians.  A 
faithful  life  brings  joy  to  fellow 
believers,  helping  them  in  their 
own  walk. 

Worthy  Prayer  (3:12-13). 
Paul  prayed  that  their  love 
waulci  increase  for  each  other 
as  well  as  for  everyone  else.  A 


faith  that  does  not  love 
others  is  not  a  healthy 
faith.  Our  love  for  oth- 
ers  is  a  spiritual  ther- 
mometer  for  our 
hearts  in  that  if  we  are  Wtilking 
with  (3od,  who  is  Love,  then  we 
will  be  filled  with  love.  If  there 
is  no  love  in  our  hearts,  then 
how  can  we  truly  love  God. 
Love  for  others  should  tran¬ 
scend  boundaries  of  race,  eco¬ 
nomic  s'tatus,  and  attitude; 
without  love  we  will  not  be 
able  to  successfully  pursue 
holiness. 

Paul  also  prayed  that  their 
hearts  would  be  strengthened 
by  God  so  that  they  would  be 
blameless  and  holy.  Only  a 
heart  strengthened  by  the 
abundant  love  of  God  and  love 


Powell 


for  God  can  be  holy. 
Holiness  is  something 
that  we  can  not  accom¬ 
plish  on  our  own  power; 
it  can  not  be  atfamed  in 
a  haphazard  fashion;  it 
can  only  be  pursued 
with  God's  help.  Each 
day,  we  must  choose  to 

- - pursue  holiness  and 

H  devotion  to  God.  Over 
the  last  year,  how  far 
have  you  come  in  tf\e  pursuit  of 
holiness?  We  will  never  reach 
the  ultimate  in  holiness  on  diis 
earth,  but  we  can  strive  d<iily  to 
do  so. 

Christian  Growth  (4:1-2). 
Paul  encouraged  the 
Thessalonians  to  do  what  all 
Christians  should  do — grow  in 
their  faith.  The  Thessalonians, 
like  most  Christians,  had  been 
mven  instruction  from  God  on 
how  to  live.  Now  it  was  time 
for  them  to  take  what  they  had 
learned,  build  on  it,  and  contin¬ 
ue  in  it — that  is  something  that 
we  all  need  to  do. 


Moral  Purity  (4:3-8).  In  these 
verses,  Paul  ^told  the 
Thessalonians  to  be  Sfinctified. 
It  has  been  said  that  Scmctifica- 
tion  simifies  the  process  of 
which  holiness  is  the  complet¬ 
ed  state.  With  this  definition  in 
mind,  we  can  look  at  sanctifica¬ 
tion  as  die  process  by  which  the 
old  ways  and  nabits  are 
increasingly  replaced  by  the 
diin«  of  (jod.  In  verses  4-6a, 
Paul  refers  particvilarly  to  sexu¬ 
al  morality  as  he  states  diat  sex¬ 
ual  purity  is  the  control  of  one's 
body  that  is  honorable,  not  like 
the  lustful  acts  of  those  who  do 
not  know  God.  Verses  6b-8  tell 
of  the  consequences  of  sexual 
impurity  wmch  bring  about 
severe  problems  in  our  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God.  Sexual 
impurity  is  simply  not  a  part  of 
the  holy  life  to  which  we  have 
been  called  through  Christ 
Jesus. 

Growing  Love  (4:9-ljB)‘.'n5e 
Thessalonians  are  praised  for 
their  love  not  only  for  each 


other,  but  for  their  fellow 
Christians  in  Macedonia.  All 
Christians  should  be  spoken  of 
in  such  a  manner.  As  the  world 
becomes  more  and  more  hostile 
to  the  things  of  (jod,  we  must 
strive  to  always  show  love 
toward  each  other.  Truly,  love  is 
of  (jod  <md  we  set  ourselves 
apart  as  belonging  to  God 
when  we  show  love  for  others. 

Honest  Work  (4:11-12).  Paul 
encouraged  the  Thessalonians 
to  work  hard  and  do  a  good 
job.  In  our  offices,  our  schools, 
our  homes,  and  our  churches, 
there  is  a  need  to  be  committed 
to  our  assigned  tasks,  even  if 
those  tasks  are  on  a  volunteer 
basis.  A  witness  can  be  hurt  by 
a  person  who  professes  great 
faith,  but  is  not  conscientious  in 
their  work.  The  world  of  work 
is  a  "field  ripe  unto  harvest." 
Ask  God  to  use  your  work, 
whatever  it  may  be,  as  an 
opportunity  to  be  a  witness. 

Powell  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  faithful 

Maf(iiew2C:36-l6 


'MaikUmi 


The  Marim  Corn's  motto  is 
Stoiper  Ft  (always  latthful).  On 
this  last  ni^t  b«oie  his  <toath, 
having  Just  revealed  the  mes¬ 
sianic  fulfillment  of  die 
Passover,  Jesus  looked  into  the 
hearts  ck  the  disdples  to  see 
thdr  state  of  readWss.  Jesus 
said  his  time  was  at  hand,  and 
so  was  the  time  of  battle  for  the 
disciples. 

Rather  than  fidelity,  Jesus 
found  abandonment  and 
betrayal.  In  verse  31  Jesus  said 
the  disciples  would  be  literally 
"scandalized"  ("fall  away"  in 
most  translations)  because  of 
him.  This  fulfilled  Scripture 
(Zech.  13:7).  Jesus  was  ready 


for  hto  time  The  disd- 
pk»  were  not  jpet 
readty.  Hoivewer,  Jlest» 
also  fotiesaw  hope  He  Loi 
would  itoe  and  meet 
thet&Klpies  in  Ckiilkw!. 

A  hoj^  of  the  Gospel  is  this, 
thoi^  we  are  not  always  faith¬ 
ful,  Quist  Jesus  is.  Ife  Imew  the 
perfecting  work  the  %>irit 
would  do  in  the  lives  of  the  dis¬ 
ciples,  so  even  though  they 
were  not  yet  faithful,  he  would 
be.  His  faithfubi^  to  Ck>d 
translated  into  faithfulne^  to 
the  disciples.  If  we  become 
faithful  to  Jesus,  we  will  also  be 
faithful  to  our  neighbors. 

Seeking  Support  from . 
Odters  (2&36-38).  The  humani¬ 
ty  of  Christ  shines  foyth  in  this 


passage.  Humanity  is 
Often  looked  down 
uport  Houwver,  that  is 
becnuae  of  our  dnful- 
tmm.  Jems  was  perfect 
humanity,  as  God 
intended  it  to  be.  ffe  was 
humanity  as  God 
intends  tor  us  to  be.  An 
amazii^  realization 
aboid  tim  is  that  in  his 
perfect  humanity  Jesus 


main  {dace  we  are  afraid  to 
show  our  emodonal  needs  and 
weaknesses.  £f  we  are  huthful, 
our  QttMian  hsottiet*  and  sis- 

heart  to  us  wimpat  fe^ 
tkm  or  Ittirt  we  odtsehes 

am  dMk  to  dhidt  <mr  t»#  heart 
Hus  h  perfect  Ihamaruiyie  Ckxi 
intended  tt  to  be. 

Vtaefin$  to  0o  God's  WiU 


Gefilsemane  ("olive  press"). 
Here  Jesus  revealed  his  strug- 
^  to  the  disciples.  He  was 
overwhelmed  with  grief  and 
dhtress  (v.  38).  The  wei^t  of 
hfe  approaching  gruesome 
deadi  cnudted  in  cm  him.  He 
needed  support  from  Ws  broth¬ 
ers.  Not  only  did  Jesus  state 
tfus,  in  verse  37  he  expressed 
his  emdtkms  openly. 

A  sad  commentary  about 
many  a  Christian's  state  of  faith- 
fudn^  is  that  church  is  often  the 


not  to  Imow  him,  Jems  forged 
ahead  in  fiddb^  to  (jod  and  the 
disciples.  Jesus  was  being 
crusl^  by  the  wekjrt  of  toe 
coming  events.  Even  his  closest 
friends  Peter,  James,  and  Jcton 
fell  asleep  cm  him  when  he 
rteeded  to^  most  What  is  one 
to  do  in  times  like  this?  Prayer 
is  toe  most  powerful  tool  at  our 
disposal  in  the  battle  to  be 
faitoiul  to  Ckxl 

Jesus  oft«i  withdrew  to 


pie  needed  hun  the  mpst  he 
prayed.  When  he  was  crushed 
to  me  pomt  of  sweating  blood, 
hemse^ed. 

vfe  too  wpuld  find 
and  mpeiihpian  strengto  to 
of  oushing 

pfesaufe  o^T^  if  we 

be^.  i  <toi 

buj  when  could  I  possSity  find 
fivft  mudh  thbe  to  do  ooihliffi 
but  pmrT^  Bffi  Hjtoles  a 
bode  toled,  "Too  Busy  not  to 
Pray".  £s  all  fitat  bumwai  really 
Ck>d's  d<^ze,  m  mirs? 

Exmeseing  Oraunltmait  to 
Be  fmtm  (26:45-46).  What 
makes  prayer  such  a  powoful 
tod?  For  Jesus  it  was  mat  when 
yhe  finidied  pra^ng,  he  put  feet 
'  to  his  prayer.  Ife  said,  'T^up, 
let's  go"  (V.  46).  Fidelity  comes 
from  achi^y  using  toe  grace 
and  power  God  gives  us 
through  prayer. 

Long  is  pastor.  First  Church, 
PeHdnston. 


LIFE  AND  Work 

Devotion 

Matthew  26:1-13 


By  Thad  Moore _ 

An  old  song  goes  smnething 
like  this,  "What  toe  world 
needs  now  is  love  sweet  love." 
ht  thtt  wedc's  lesson  we  see  a 
woBim  atoo  loved  Jeetss  cfearly. 
She  gave  an  the  had  to  prepare 
tto  w  Me  burial.  Her  few  for 
^uiit  ovesflowed  to  her  gfvirtg 

of 
tttog 

m 

enpt 
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V*  ' 

gift  from  Mary.  He  is 
willing  to  receive 
your  gifts.  How  will 
you  express  yemr  Moore 
devohon  to  Chrfet? 

Manr  came  to  Christ  and 
poured  perfume  on  him.  Hto* 
motivation  was  love  and  devo¬ 
tion.  Her  love  knew  rto  bound¬ 
ary  or  limiL  Her  tove  counted 
file  coet  and  gjtolly  uaed  the 
come  to  tokiisler 


kDr*  «di 


Mary's  gift  was  a  waste. 
We  can  be  certain  that  if 
we  lavish  our  love  on 
Jesus  some  will  not 
understand.  They  will  say 
we  are  lackii^  discretion 
or  we  are  being  poor 
stewards.  Go  ahead  and 
give  to  Christ  anyway. 

The  Beauty  of 
Devolhm  (26:10>1^.  |esus 
responded  to  the  aittdsm 
of  the  di8d|desin  a  firm  man¬ 
na.  He  wmled  to  know  why 
fiiey  are  botoering  Mary.  Jems 
Imused  her  bduiVKK'  by  saying 
she  had  tome  a  beautinil  tntog 
to  him.  He  raedved  ha  love 

£devoik>n.  He  wUl  receive 
you  give  them 
a  boBtl  of  lose. 

wfeit  on  to  idl  the  dis- 


However,  we  are  not  guaran¬ 
teed  tomorrow,  now  is  me  time 
to  express  our  love  to  (Zhrist. 

Jesus  is  not  saying  we 
should  be  insensitive  to  those 
in  need.  He  is  helpirw  us  keep 
our  priorities  in  otxrer.  Some 
Christians  believe  we  should 
concentrate  on  social  action. 
Other  bdieveis  feel  we  should 
follow  Mary's  example  to  toe 
exduskm  or  hdping  toe  poor. 
Neitha  extreme  18  appropriate. 
We  should  do  both.  Herweva, 
Maty's  "vnole"  has  become  the 
excaHton  rattito  toan  toe  nom 
to  emuaias  i&MiiQr.  We  need  to 

iicnci. 

Tito  Mil  Gills  piir  xam^  Irving 

if  Otvetom 
vncilin  pne- 


serve  Christ.  Do  we  give  all  or 
hold  our  best  from  Oirist?  Do 
we  love  in  spite  of  toe  miscon- 
ceptiems  of  other?  'The  choice  is 
ours. 

As  a  pastor,  cme  of  tlte  most 
ccMiunon  questions  I  am  asked 
is  this:  Has  my  life  counted  for 
anything?  People  want  to  know 
if  toeir  fives  have  made  a  differ¬ 
ence.  The  enthusiastic  answa 
■  of  Jesus  i^es.  If  we  devote  our 
lives  to  Cnrist  like  Maty,  we 
have  Christ's  promise  mat  it 
will  not  be-fcKgotten.  Our  wit¬ 
ness  can  influence  people  now, 
as  well  as  tooae  who  live  on 
aftor  wexare  gone.  Allure  gen- 
Nations  can  hack  at  our  txam- 
l^and  have  enoouftomaeat  to 
'  go  on  to  todr  «vato  wwt -Ctoist 
Someone  has  rbdidy  stated^ 


Mn.  Jniir  I  •»oni 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  SitfyA  Sherry  Gnihiim 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clifion  Porter  A  family 
Mrs.  Grace  Porter  ' 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Randy  Scoit  A  family 
Ms.  Namyc  B.  LawIcH 
Mr.A  Mrs.  Jerry  M.  Keeton 
Mr.  ClaraKC  R.  LcCn^ 

Mrs.  Barbara  B.  LeCroy  * 
David  Natium  Legcc 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Legge 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  f.  LegKt 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Legge 
Mr.  Holtte  Lcggert 
Mrs.  Tommie  Jean  Wallace 
Mr.  HoOls  LcaaH 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joel  L.  Hale 
Mrs.  Lois  Carter  Lewis 
Mr.  C.  C.  Germany  Jr. 

Mr.  Sam  Liadaey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  V.  Parier  Jr. 

Mr.  KeiiMtIi  Littie 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wade  C.  Donnell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  Henry  Riley 
Mrs.  Eaaie  Little 
Mrs.  Peariy  W.  Hood 
Mr.EdLoAoB 
Mrs.  Jack  B.  Smith 
Mr.  Wade  Lm« 

Mr.  A  Mn.  James  F.  Smith 
The  Bruce  A  Roby  Smith  Family 
WadcLoi« 

Mn.  Janeiro  L.  Craisage 


Mr.  A  Mn  Irtey  L.  Oxford 
.Ms.SUricy  Herrhag 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Joel  L.  Hale 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Hester 
Mr  C.  L.  Coocriy  Jr 
Mr.  W.  a  Higiahottiam 
Graeber  Brothen.  Inc. 

LcooartI  A  Lorhie  HU 
Mn.  William  H.  Brewer 
Robert  HHI 
Bethany  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Billy  K.  Hodges 
Mn.  Billy  K.  Hodges 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Richard  Dale  Smith 
Mr.  Charles  Howard  Holcomb 
Mn.  Mary  Lou  Kimtnel 
Mr  A  Mn.  Hugh  F.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Joaime  Holdea 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  B.  Hartley 
Mrs.  Joan  HoUy 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herman  A  Christopher 
Coals 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Albert  E  Keahey 
Mrs.  Erwest  (Myrtle)  Hofanberg 
Mn.  Nell  (Ely)  Dyess 
Mrs.  Miaerva  Hnmem 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  F.  Panic 
Mr.  William  Paul  Hoaca 
Glad  Tidings  Homemakers  Oub 
Mr.  Nidi  Hortoa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ralph  P.  Williams 
Mr.AlMHoage 
Easieod  Baptist  Church 
Rev.  Elmer  Howell 
Mr.  and  Mn.  Gordon  L.  Alexander 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  a  L.  HadwHi 
Mn.  Mildred  Pierce 
Mrs.  Geaa  Hodaoa 
Mn.  Opal  H.  Green 
Ms.  Roby  Hagbm 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  M.  Harpole 
Mr.  W.  S.  Haat 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Floyd  E  Coil 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Fred  L.  Gaddis 
Mr.  Hamp  Harst 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  A.  Smith 
David  Hyttoa 
Mn.  Juanila  M.  Berry 
baehaad  af  I  nrraiar  L.  Roaarll 
Ms.  Pauline  L.  Bryant 
Ms.  Eltene  S.  Rivere 
Mr.  Garth  lagram 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Hollingsworth 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 


Mn.  Nell  (Ely)  Dyess 
Mr.  Hcary  Fartcaberry 
Heuck's  Retreat  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Edward  E.  Smith 
Mn.  Mildred  H.  Stamps 
Mrs.  Nadiae  Pearl  Cordoa  Fraaka 
Miss  Heather  M.  Arnold 
Rev.Fradrkk 
Faithful  Followen  SS  Club 
LadHe  Front 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Mallory 
Curtis  Martin 
Scott  A  Lori  Pound 
Mrs.  LadBe  Fnat 
-  Mn.  William  R.  Jackson 
Mr.  W.  T.  Fr>e 

Arlington  Heights  Baptist  (Thurch 
QuiatoB  Falgham 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Duane  Thomas 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ray  T.  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Garioa  Tavenner 
Robert  Laace  Gaddy 
Buford.  Lucretia  A  Daoetie  Bmy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jba  Gairrtt 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hembree  Brandon 
Mrs.  Margaret  Germany  . 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Prentiss  G.  Cox 
Mr.  ABca  dhaoB 
Mrs.  Allen  W.  Glisson  Sr. 

Mrs.  Afam  Goforth 
Mr.  and  Mn.  James  Haley 
Mri.  LBHe  GooAby 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Doyle  Boatner 
Cmy  A  Sandra  Wilson 
Gladys  Gordaa 

Esther  SS,  Second  BC-Greenville 
Mr.  PWBpGamart 
Graeber  Brothen  Inc. 

Mr.  and  Mn.  Bill  Barbee 
Mrs.  Helen  Graham 

Mr.  A  Mn.  C.  G.  Cryder 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raymond  F.  (>iinn 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lester  H.  Hannon 
Mr.  C  Fred  Graves  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Junes  E  Tramel  Jr. 
Ms.  Mac  Graves 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Wesley  Haddox 
Mrs.  Clan  Gray 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  E  CoU 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Gaddis 
Ms.  JcHifer  Grcca 
Mrs.  Polly  M.  Frszier 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Michael  W.  Engell 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ray  Jerduns 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ted  Jenkim 
Mn.  Marioa  S.  Noltkamper 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Glen  A.  Parker 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  W.  Wilkinson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Everette  Carter 
Mr.  A  Mrv  P.  S.  Kaiser 
Mr.  Fred  Carter 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hembree  Bnadon 
Mrs.  Margaret  H.  Carter 
Ms.  Mary  Jones  Adams 
Mr.  A  Nfas.  Percy  C.  Adams  Jr 
Melvin 

Mr.  Rabert  ‘‘Bob”  Cmc 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Leslie  Lamar  Foote  Jr. 
Mrs.RBbyCMh 
First  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  A  Mn.  F.  Mason  Shelby  Jr. 

Mrs.  Ruth  JobaaoB 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  H.  Crawford  Jr. 
Mrs.  Verta  Lee  Jobasoo 
Or.  A  Mn.  Horace  Holmes 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Donald  M.  Rawls 
Mr.  Creighton  Jones 
Mr  A  Mn.  John  C.  Wilson  Jr 
Mr.  E  B.  Jones 
Mn.  P.  L.  Rash 
Mr.  Norris  (Dude)  Jones  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy 
Mrs.  Arilla  Jones 
First  Baptist  Church 
Mn.  Lorena  Dean 
Franklin  High  Band 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Percy  Peeler 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  A  Barry  Tyson 
Mn.  HUda  Jones 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Rachel  C.  Joacs 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  M.  Cole 
Ms.  Hannah  Patterson  Jones 
Wesson  Baptist  (Thurch 
Mn.  Mahon  S.  Olson 
Norrk  Jones 
Concord  Baptist  Church 
Wayne  Jones 
Linda  and  Tom  Fenler 
Ms.  Jennifer  Lynn  Jordan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  Skee  Jr. 

Mr.  Todd  Moody 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bill  Weeks 
Merle  Jnmper 
Mr.A  Mrs.  Jerry  M.  Keeton 
Ms.  Fannie  Mae  Pickle  Jiwticc 
Mn.  Grafton  Pickle  Jr. 
Mr.PaidKcAey 

Hazlehurst  Hi^  School  Class  of  *54 
Mr.  Henry  Hnghes  King 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hembree  Brandon 
'W.PMrkkKiiV 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Tommie  W.  Taylor 
Mr.  John  Paal  Kkby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ronald  McPhail 
Mr.  OX.  Kirby 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Elwood  L.  Crain 


baptist  CkiUU*^ 


Ronny  E.  Robiiison.  Executive 
Director 
P.O.  Box  27. 
ainton,  MS  39060.0027 
(601)922-2242 


Gifts  of  Honor  and 
Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taiste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Hollingsworth 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Jolui  L.  Dugan 
DavM  and  Jane  CNnc 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Leggc 
Mr.  Kevin  CocfcrcB 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  Harper 
Mr.  Harry  L.  Calc 
Pleasant  Hill  Baptist  (Church 
Ms.  Ericka  Cakman 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Marcus  Anderson 


Morgan  CTiapei  Baptist  ClNirch 
Ma.  Eliabcth  CaanaBy 
Mr.  Bob  Cadea 
Mn.AmiCorWn 
Mr.  A  Mn,  (Turtis  Buchanan 
Mn.  Flora  Corley 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Cal  R.  Smith 
Ma.  Ann  Ragen  Carain 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clovis  Caldwell 
Ml.  JcMiicr  Cax 
Mr.  Sam  Devore 
Mr.  J.  E  Cain 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hubert  T.  Kewkick 
Mr.  Ed  Cracker 
Mr.  A  Mn.  R.  G.  Leoaud 
Mn.  Ethd  Carrie 
Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Mn.  SicBa  F.  Carrie 
Mrs,  Joe  E  Graham 
Me.  Mariya  Danlcla 
Mrs.  Riah  A.  McCullou^ 

Mn.  Agnaa  B.  Davia 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Thomas  Russum 
Mn.MavtoDBvii 
Mi.Blwhe  Nichols 
Tom  A  nada  Feaier 
Ginger  A  Kim  Crocker 
Mn.  Nnead  E  Davfa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Winston  Duckworth 
Mn  A  hfra.  Pkm  D«m 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Albert  E  Keahey 
Mn  C  M.  Jake  Dcm 
kA.  A  Mn.  William  L  Butler 
Mr.  Edwmd  B.  DeLanch 
Mn.  Augusta  B.  Irby 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Jdbn  D.  Harper 
MnCmlDcnlan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  P.  Lovorn 


Mr.  A  Mn.  CiatU  Buchanan 
Mn.  jeade  Lavora 
Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  James  W.  Whitten  Jr. 

Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
Ms.  Vera  Lowry 
Mn.  Yvonne  S.  Lowry 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  a  Lake 
Ms.  Mary  Roee  Thomas 
Mr.  Wayae  Laady 
Mr.  and  Mn.  Kenneth  Lundy 
Rev.  J.  D.  Laady 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  (jarion  Tavenner 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Gaatnn  Laper 
Ms.  Wihna  Ndl  Lee 
Ms.  Peggy  Lask 
Mr.  A  Mn,  Billy  Mangold 
MraDaMaeLyM 
Davis  Sanet-Greeiibriar  Fnenda 
and  neighbors  of  Laura  Franklin 
Ma.OtaBdiLyaM 
First  Baptist  CiMHch 
Mr.  Jha  Mgjan 
Dr.  A  T.  Scott  McCay 
Mn.AMttMMfett 
Mn.  lean  R.  Pope 
Mr.  AMa  E  MaRcy 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  E  Dubuision 


DEC.  1,1996- 
DEC.  31,1996 

MEMORIALS 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Roaoie  l.usher 
Mra  Gkada  E  Box 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Gordon  Holloway 
Mn.  Lucille  Bodie 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ernest  Eldrk^ 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  S.  K.  Land 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  F.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gordoo  Holloway 
Mn.  Rosa  M.  MiUer 


Graeber  Brothen  inc. 

Lin  Kan 
Mrs.  (Thartine  White 
Ms.  Joy  Lackey 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Bob  Tom  A  Joy  Johnson 
Ms.  Jaae  Laace 
Philipp  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Grace  Laac 
Mn.  Janeiro  E  Cranage 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bobby  Hancock 
Ms.  Martha  Matthews 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Joe  Moss 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Conan  Whitten 


Myron  A  Lyan  Johnson 
Mn.  J.  A.  Cooper  Sr. 

Mr.  Jaaaca  C.  Greer 
Ms.  Rosa  A.  Leaay 
Mn.LoiB  Grimm 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Herman  Coots 
Ma.  Cnriaae  Gtddry 
Mrs.  ZoUG.  Caperton 
Mrs.  Jeade  CaBsdge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rufus  Childs 
MBdrcd  Gayloa 
Winsome  S.$.  Clms 
PaBy  Gayloa 
Winsofiie  S.S.  (Hats 
Mn.R.&Hdi 
Mrs.  Paul  K.  Kurzeobaum 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Denny  Tavares  III 
Mrs.  Wnic  Grace  Ivey 
Rnl  Baptist  Church 
Ms.  WlBte  Grace  Ivey 
Mn.  Robert  H.  Bnimfield 
Mrs.  Sarah  JackaoB 
Mn.  Callie  D.  Taylor 
Mr.  Hcary  JmacB 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Skelton 
Mrs.  Lola  Hatto  JcffHcs 
Ms.  Geaa  Joaes  Martin 
Ms.  Mary  Jones  Adams 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Percy  C.  Adams  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mn.  H.  E  Gazaway 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  (Tharies  Dooglas 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bob  Holloway 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  Leewx 
Mn.  Jatmita 
Mr.  Doag  dill  man 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  F.  Partie 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Virgil  L.  Barlow  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Barry  Burt 
Ms.  QnUa  AMUaa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hubert  T  KcnAick 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Odd  Smith  Jr. 


Mr.  WilU«n  H.  ^ewer 
Mr.  Cards  BrUgm  Sr. 
Mn.  Bd  Mobley 
Mr.  Charles  Dn^las 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Kevin  D.  S^ura 
Mr.  CaMa  Mangmm 
Mr.  A  Mn.  loe  B.  Hartley 
Robbyc  Mnredc 
Mr.A  Mn.  Jerry  M.  Keeioa 
Ma.  MBAed  B.  MarshaB 
Mr.A  Mn.  Jerry  M.  Keeton 


Ms.  iuha  Mullins 
Avis  Louise  Mullins 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Buddy  GoMbdd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  HdBs  I  angshin 
Ms.  Margie  M.  Langston 
Flaner  Latham 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Hugh  Brin 
Dr.  Med  Send  Bm  — 

Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  P.  Eqrey 
Mrs.  Lacy  Brown 
Pilgrim's  Rest  Baptist  Church 


Mn.  Edith  Akhidge 
Mrs.  OBve  Lcgge  Akxmdcr 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Legge 
Mr.  R.  L  Alexander  Jr.  MJ>. 

Mr.  WUroy  Retctiff 
Mr.  Cleadc  A.  Alfard  Sr. 

Mn.  Lottiae  F.  Cadiey 
Ms.  Wanza  Burris 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Horace  Holmes 
Mrs.  Incx  Alford 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Frank  O.  Croeihwait  Jr. 
Mrs.  Loccne  Aarknoa 
Mn.  Patricia  McGabey  Floyd 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  Thomas 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Jenninp  Dixon 
Mrs.  Rebn  Dkxon 
Liberty  Baptist  (Thurch 


Ms.  Dorothy  Carlisle 
Mn.  Berry  Haney 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tom  Rice 

Ctera  Hardin 

Lange.  Simpson,  kobinson,  A 
Somerville 
Mr.  BX  Harlan 
Linda  and  Tom  Fenler 
Mrs.  Lola  Cleo  Harrlaoa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jim  Lindley 
Providence  Baptist  (Thurch 
Ms.  Camk  Ray  HanlMd 
Aka  Sumners  Rmenbcrry 
Mn.  Mary  Jeanne  MacKay 
Mr.  Dale  Hartahg 
Mn.  CainiUe  C.  Honra 
Mr.  WlBkm  C.  Hwvry 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Everett  S.  Cole  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Calvin  E.  Harvey 
Mrs.  Sarah  HarW 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  L.  Prine 
Mr.  McLdn  Hatch 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bob  Tom  A  Joy  Johnson 
Mrs.  Minerva  Haveas 
Mr.  James  R  Moore 
Mr.  WBbnr  Hawthorne 

*  Ms.  Hazel  Bridges 

Ms.  Maggie  L.  MahafTey 
Mrs.  Kade  Meadows  Hays 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Scon  J.  Dees 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lester  H.  Harmon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Stevenson  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mn.  C.  G.  Cryder 
Rev.  Vaa  Bryant  Haztlp 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Mike  Bcanre 
Mr.  Patrick  Heard 
Mr  A  Mrs  Virgil  L.  Barlow  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Barry  Burt 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Cathy  Partie 

Ml.  A  Mn.  Kevin  D  Segura 

*  Dr  A  Mn.  Carl  S  Bozeman 
Mr  A  Mn  Ted  Dear 

Mr.  Robert  M.  Hcdermaa  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mn.  Gray  Harrison  Jr 

Mn.  Lester  Bear 

Mr.  A  Mn.  James  Minnis  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Leland  Moak 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Victor  Prentice 
Mr.  FAwayae  Ileadervoa 
Mis.  Mary  Jane  Gibson 
Mr  Willte  Herrin 


hk.  A  Mn.  Darrell  Dickens 
Mr.  A  Mn.  kte  B.  Dickem  Jr. 
Mias  Bobbie  Partes 
Myrde  Dowdy 
Mrs.  Nell  K.  Elkins 


Mn.  Earline  B.  Biedenharn 
Mr.  Paal  Avery 
Mr.  A  Mn.  George  D.  Pabner 
Mr.  Ralph  BaBey 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Freddie  E  Jones 
Ms.  Marie  Pittman 
Mr.  Jo  Baird 
Unioo  Texas  Petroleum 
Mr.  A  Mn.  David  Jenkim 
Mrs.  Jo  Baird 
Ms.  Darla  W.  GrifTm 
Ms.  Alice  S.  Phillips 
Tommie  A  Jolmnie  Davis 
Mrs.  Barlow 

Hazlcbunt  High  School  (Tlass  of  *54 
Mrs.  (Thrlatlae  BaraeCt 
Mn.  H.  K.  Rouse 

Mhai  Bartoa 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Henry  F.  Peebles  Jr. 

Ann  Sisemore 
Rev.  Schoyler  BaCaoa 
Mr  A  Mn  Paul  J.  Pryor 
Mrs.  Wihaa  Bemlcy 
Mn.  Marion  C.  Spell 
Mrs.  C.  a  Beck 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Huberi  T  KendrKk 
Ms.  Mary  Pearl  Bell 
Ms.  Mary  Sue  Seno 
Mr.  WBHe  E  Bcasoa 
Mr  A  Mn.  Joe  B.  Hartley 
Hoorer  B.  Benton 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Mr.  Fraakie  Berry 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Virgil  L.  Barlow  Jr. 

Mr.  Jokany  Blggers 
Dr  Rrtiecca  S.  Leggc 
Mrs.  R.  N.  (Madge)  Blacfc 
Mr  Robert  Black  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  I.  M.  Booth 
Rev  A  Mrs.  Harold  G.  Wilson 
Jena  Boozer 
Mn.  Cadwyn  C.  Lee 
Mrs.  I.HUaa  F.  Boawefl 
Fint  Baptist  (Thurch 
Ms.  Amson  J.  Boaads 


Mr.A  Mrs.  Jerry  M.  Keeton 
Mr.  Robert  CamB  Bffwwalag 
Mr.A  Mn.  Jerry  M.  Keeton 
Mr.  TboaMS  R.  Browaing 
Mr.A  Mn.  Jerry  M.  Keeton 
Mn.  Floreace  B.  Bryant 
Mr.  A  Mn.  R.  C.  BryaM 
Jane  Backlagham 
Mn.  (Tharltne  White 
Mr.  Jack  Baraett 
Mr.  James  Hitt 
Mrs.  Vhmic  Bask 
Mrs.  Corine  Roberts 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ken  Scatham 
Mr.  Leonard  Byrd 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Richard  C.  VaoNomian 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E  G.  Cade 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Thomas  W.  Cade 


Mn.  J.  V.  Vesaell 
MKBBIDn^ 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Terry  (Thampion 
Mr.  WWam  E  Dnalap 
Mr.  A  Mn.  C.  W  Makaimon 
Mr.  M.  D.  Dnan 
Mr.  A  Mrw  John  Hobbs 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Pat  Jemison  Jr. 


Wildlife  TechaicaJ  Services,  Inc. 
dtceaaed  members  of  Steadtaat 
First  Baptist  Church 
Mi.  BBBe  Eamat 
Fiiit  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  G.  W.  Eavenaoa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Mangold 
jemk  Lee  EBcti 
Winsome  S.S.  Class 
Mrs.  Jean  Ely 
Mn.  Annie  L.  (Thurchwell 
Mrs.  Mdvia  Ely 
Mn.  Nell  E.  Dyeu 
Mrs.  Loake  Estes 
Mn.  Judy  Shrock 


&OOa.jiL  Defmt  fat  Vmtm 


12:30  p.m.  Dtpitf  he  Di^enon 
nsceC^anpoB 

2:30  p.m.  Qiffve  and  Ibor  at 
DidoBsa  ]^K:e 

3:30  p.m.  DefMvl/or  Rmn  trip  to 
I^^Binety  Csoapns 
5:00  p.m.  Arrive  Iisdia  Nnim^ 
Can^xis 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  B.  Hartley 
Mrs.  Lorenc  CaaipbeB 
Mr  A  Mn.  Mike  Goff 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Buddy  GoMbold 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Tyson 
Mr  A  Mn.  Percy  C.  Adams  Jr 
Mr  A  Mn.  Rives  B.  Lowrey 
Ms.  Alice  CarHak 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  W.  (}rier 
Mrs.  Mary  Ctomady 
Mn.  Leone  Kline 
Mr  Jmaes  CaracB 
Mr  H  K  Worthy 
Mr.  Edwla  Carpeater 
*  Mn.  VirgifiM  B  Carpenter 
Mr.  Howard  Carpeakr 
.  Mr.  A  Mn.  Herman  A  Chnstopber 
Coots 

Mr.  Jerry  Carpeater 
Deaver  Indostnes.  Inc. 

Tnissville  Chamber  of  Commerec 
Mr  A  Mn.  Fred  Bean 
Ms  Janeile  G.  Boyce 
Mn.  James  W.  Clayioa 
Ms.  Hazel  M.  Couch 


Mr.  A  Mn.  M.  L.  Malone  Sr, 
Mr.  A.  M.  Pai 
Mn.  J.  M.  Tanner 
Mr.  Robert  Jod  Fairley 
Mr  A  Mn.  Bobby  R.  Fatriey 
Mr.  Joe  Ferguaon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Patrick  N.  Conerly 
Mrs.  H.  E  (Jewel)  Fcrrcfl 
Mr  A  Mn.  Carlos  Knight 
Keaarth  Wayae  Fkadag 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Legge 
Rev.  BiBy  JHT  FlorB 
Mn.  Hazel  Flora 
Mr  A  Mn.  Earl  Flora 
Mrs.  J.  H.  (Addk)  Flowers 


Name _ 

Group _ 

#  Exacted  in  Group 
Tele]^onc  ' 


to:  CSirystelle  Thames,  The  Baptst  CbUdren’s  Village, 

P  O.  Box  27.  Cli«oo,  MS  39060=^ 

****NOTE — // you  would  rotfcer  puett  us^at  another  ewufus/or  tours^iet  us  kntm. 


r 


f 
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You  can  find 
the. missing 

PEACE 

"  '  The  Prince  of 
^  '  Peace  extends  a 

wonderful  invitation  to  you. 

1.  His  love  gives  us  peace. 

This  is  his  promise: 
"Perfect  love  casts  out  fear." 

(I  |ohn  4:18)  When  we  ask 
Christ  into  our  lives,  his  love 
chases  away  fear. 

2.  His  promise  of  eternal  life 

gives  us  peace. 

The  Bible  says,  "The  wages  of 
sin  is  death,  but  the  free  gift  of 
God  is  eternal  life."  (Romans 
6:23)  God  provides  eternal  life 
through  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  his  Son. 

3.  His  promise  to  walk  with 

us  through  life  gives  us 
peace. 

Jesus  said,  "In  me  you  may 
have  peace.  In  this  world  you 
have  tribulation,  but  take 
courage;  I  have  overcome  the 
world."  (John  16:33) 
Jesus  extends  his  promise  of 
peace  to  us,  but  -we  must 
respond  by  accepting  him  as 
the  missing  piece  in  our  lives. 

You  can  make  that  commit¬ 
ment  today  by,  (1)  admitting 
you  need  God,  (2)  confessing 
your  sins  to  him,  and  (3)  by 
faith,  receiving  Christ  as  Lord. 

If  you  make  a  decision  for  Christ 
today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church 
for  spiritual  guidance. 


Home  missionary-physician  answers  needs 


By  Sarah  Zimmerman 

SbC  Home  Mission  Board 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  (^Counseling 
First  Church,  jackson 


lappy,  fulfilled, 
1  always  wonder 
ng  the  best  benefit 


Summt 

for 

Home  Missions 


Mill  1 90i^wniiiip  IWw 

Church  Starting 


Sertd  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnsioers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
lackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


March  2-9 


March  6, 1997 


Baptist  Record 


